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I^ ds incumbeatfupcm ihoae who: propose itrpo va- 
tioni^ upoaLestabiiahed syttems/ to prove, that 
a«ivautagcsvwlli:esQltfrom.tlw alterations they 
se^othmeiKi : Moi-evparticularly* ought they who 
lu^e the adojition- of a measurie that ^Sw\s 
tiie^iirtefesfes of aay other class of their fellowv 
aubjectSy to: show,. not only that the benefits to 
be ' produfsed out^veigh the eyih to be incurred, 
but ih^t. those -benefits may be oJ>tain€d, em^ 
' sistently.withi^Qiiiaith add public justice. 

1 i 'Ntinieraus;p&licatiohs have latijly appeared,: 
in^fevor of ithe;©quali:zation;of the duty on JE^St 
andvWest Jridiaii'^sngar;*. and the V2ist:adv«n- 

^J * ' ' ' ■ "«' ■ ? »j - > ■ ■ ■' " ■ "f ^ — — -- — f ■' ) »■■■■ »' 

♦^'letters froto^Mf. t5h)pi>er t<>^W01iain Wiflberfbrc^^Bifl^ » 
i' R^cart c^Pottimlilee .of Liinerpjool Stst In^a Association* 

.,Swj^»UQns,#a,E^t'.?ttdiia Trade. . r 
On Protection to West India Sugar/ 
East andl^Testlndia Sugar. 



tages held out to the public from the adop** 
tion of this measure, are calculated to give it 
great popularity rbdt ou dujcrex^ination it will 
be found that these advantages, as far as British 
interests are concerned, are altogether visionary; 
and that no case is made out, which calls 
upon Parliament to alter our established system 
of colonial policy. * 

The first ground on which this measure is. re* 
commended, is the vast increase that will take, 
place in the consumption of sugar,* by admitting 
it from the East Indies at a reduced rate of duty* 
In support of this assertion, the advocates of the 
East Indian Claims refer to the increase that has* 
taken place in the consumption of coffee and cot- 
tori. In the year 1807, (they say,) the duty on 
coffee was reduced from 2^. 2d. io Id. per pound* 
Previously to this taking place, the annual eon- 
sumption of coffee in Great Britain was only 
7537 cwt. ; but immediately after the reduction 
of duty, the home iconsumption^was increased so 
much', that in 1808 it amounted to. 57^376 cwt . 
These Gentlemen seem to forget, that coffee, vbl 
consequence of the reduction of the duty, was 
introduced into niore general consumption as a 
substitute for tea ; so that the revenue, instead 
of being increased, as they assert, "by this wise 

* Report of the Committee, p. 38. 



2md tt^neficial measure^" lost cm one commodity 
what it gained on the other. In fact, this regu- 
lation was not adopted to increase^the revenue, 
but - on the policy, of. encpuraging a colonial 
in preference to ^foreign produption, the very 
system which the East Indians arje now endea^ 
vouring to overturn. 

The consumption of cotton, they tell us, 
increased one hundred and twenty fold in the 
interval between 1701 andlSSO; or in one hun- 
dred and twenty years :* but this, they admit, was 
not the consequence of a redaction of duty, and^ 
therefore, in point of fact, has no bearing whatever 
upon the question. The improrements in ma- 
chinery which enable us, to undersell our*- 
foreign competitors in thB manufacture pf cotton, 
have occasioned this amazing indrease. in th& 
consumption of that commodity. Sugar, how- 
everi is not only manufactured :but. eaten ; and^ 
although the consumption in a manufacture may 
be indefinite, that in the human stomaqh i»^v 
finite ; and unless the East Indians can inveiilsi 
some new machinery, by which mankind may^ 
be induced to eat one hundred and twenty time& 
as much sugar as they now do, the . comparison 



* Report of Gomiuittee, p, 39w 



Mw^Mn cottOQ rand sugjor ottiiot be'lMRMli: 
applicable* . . ..... 

• • ' - • - : ' . . iv jiij 

We afre 'dbsirtd, however, : to r beljeve^ > tkiiti 
^ annual cimsumption of *siigar in iGnsktBv'ir 
tain, might be increased {mm^50fiOO:tOiB90jO&Oi 
tons;"^ and, are told, ''it by no .muiis ^lo}K$ 
** that this ought to be assigned as the limit of 
'' dur do49udfii^ttMi in .sugar;" f and thiiiti''' all 
'^ this might be effected Without any Idss wfca^ 
^'•evertothe revenufe."J To.what extent the; 
eoAsuniptiofi of sugar will be iocreafied.by tho 
seduction of prioe, is : an experiaiimt . that baar 
already been tried,. and the result of whiob 13 
actually faefore>Tis. In 1814,. tfae average p^CQ 
of sugar, as published « lA the. Gazette, waa 
7S$. 2rf^; in ISffiO, it: was only 36^. S4^ 
being a reduction of 09a.: }14.; aud'^e 
effect produced ^waa, that in 1Q14 tl^ 
consurnption <w^ 121,605 ton3>. and in .>§li(^, 
l'^I,;571 tons. Th^eislatements are copied; lrDir< 
the Report of tlie Committee of the Liv^e^poo 
East Iiidia Association, § and so far ffom ai^|H 
porting their aasumption, ''that they hav0 
^ established as a pomt beyond cxmt^ovef^y,. jtha;t 
^ provided the ip?icc of sugar be reduced to th« 



* Report of Comwtteo^.p* 47. f Ibid. p. 46. 

: Ibid. p. 49. S Ibid. p. 42. 



^' cQBSimmri >te consum^ion will be incneased 
" to m ama^mg extent,'' p]X)ve>.cii the <:9Qtraj;}%. 
that a greatei: reduction ibau caa possibly rtaka 
place frQoi J;be presejit.pnae^ ijostead pfju&ieasiiag» 
the ^soQsumption, ai^ tliey calculate, l3i^,00a 
tons, incr^^ed it not quite. 30,000* . 

lu order to. show an ample.provisijoxi against 
any deficiency in the-supply ef sugar;T\vb©9 their 
predicted immense increase of consnmptipct 
takes place, the Liverpool Committee pat ttbe 
foUoA^ ing x})iestion, in tlie shape of a sum in , the 
Rule of Three: — " If a papulation under one 
*/. million 'can supply us with 200,000 tons of 
*' sugar, what may one hundred millions produce, 
** where there is an extent of territory in propor- 
" tion, and where the soil and eiimateare eqnally 
" adapted to. its production ?" * The answer is, 
twenty inillions of tons; a greater quantity 
than could be consumed by all tlie inhabit- 
ants of tiie universe, if they did nothings but aefck 
sugar from morning tilL night. Really^ siiUih 
extravagant propositions, are more like the re- 
veries of Kidmen, tlian the sober calculations 
of men of business. 

A^seeond liecommendation to tlus measure, 
is the cheapness tlmt would follow the great 

* Report of Committee, p. 46. 
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abtmdatlce of sugar. The Committee " conceive 
^ it \vV^ be made to appear, that if sugar were 
^* only subject to a moderate taxation, er duty, 
^ the British manufacturer could, in exchange 
'*for Im goods, procure it in any ^ quantity, so 
" as to sell coarse qualities at S|«/. to -Srf., and 
"refined 5d. to 6^. 'per pound/'* If Go- 
vernment would give up the duty; to the extent 
that the East Indians propose, leaving only 
6s. Sd. per cwt., this might almost be done 
nnder tlie present system ; for the actual price 
of 'sttgar for the last year, exclusive of duty, 
according ' to the Gazette average; \vas less 
than 3d. per pound,t the duty being Zd. 



A . * Iteportof Committee, p. 45. 

t According to the Account laid before the House of 
Commons, and ordered to be printed, iSth February, 1823. 

An Aceotmt of the Average Prices of Sugar in Great Britain, 
at the several PMods at tahick the Rates of Duty may have 

: been.reguhted; from the 5th January IB'XI^ to the 5th 
January I^IZ; with the Rates of 'J)v.ty payable at each of 
the said Periods respectvvefy, r 



5th January . 1822 . 
5th May . . . l&8f!i . 
5th September 1822 . 
5thJanivftry .1823., 



Average Price, ex- 
cimive<^.Ui«P4ty. 



lUite of Duty. 



S. d. 

27 7i 

29 9i 

27 U 

. 27 2i 

4)111 8^ 

S.27 11 



s. o. 

27 — 

27 — 

^7 -^ * 

27 — 
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7-8ths., or very nearly 3d. m6re. But if the 
present duty be continued; the East Itidian must 
cultivate sugar for nothing, the ship-owner must 
bring it home for nothing, the underwriter must 
insure it for nothing^ the Dock Company- m'us^t 
Warehouse it for nothing, and the nrerchantiand' 
grocer must sell it for nothing, biefore thes6 
extravagant calculations of the Committee of 
the Livserpool East India Associatic^ can he 
realized. ' . ' * * ' 

» Would the repeal of the protecting duty on 
East India sugar, which the private traders to^ 
that cotintry express such extreme anxiety to 
obtain, really benefit the public or themselves t 
One of their own body has furnished the 
answer to this question. After giving a state- 
ment of the sale of a parcel of sugar from 
Benares, which left a loss to the importer of 
Qs. lOd. per cwt, he proceeds thus:—" But sup- 
" posing the duty of 10^. to be. taken off, then 
" the buyer could afford to give 10^. per cwt. 
'* more, thereby bringing up the price of East 
" India to thatx)f the same quality of West India 
** sugar ; this would leave a profit to the im- 
•* porter of 7^. 2^. per cwt.^ and capital vould 
f- immediately flow into the sugar import busi- 
" ness ; the consequence would be, a reduction 



*.^of the 7^i &d.iu tht gfetiecal price pf p^gfir^ to. 
*^th€ ad^aiitagepf the consiuper*"" 



r*^# 



Hese.is a qp4aJu and dircct ackno wled^gpi^i 
^at if .the duty of lO^. \gfixe t^ken of^ ih^ 
itt)n?ediate ejQS^ct would be, that the buyer coidd 
uffQt^ to give 10^. P^r ^yp' ^^^^9 wd that the 
ipf^porter would , not cinly save^thelpss of 2^. 10^/ 
birt majce ^profit of 7^. Srf.;. tbiis mouoptolizi^^ 
the whole 10^., and leaving the poor consumer 
nothing, except, indeed, what remained at the 
l^t^Hn' of Pandora's tox---" Hope;*' the hope 
V,#f A futurereduction»of; the,7^.2ii in thergene- 
V.ral price of sugar to. , his .adviantage, Aqibl 
^ capital flowipg into the a^gar import busi- 
^nses?." •■.,'•;,•'.' /' • /' ' . 

sA- lure is hdd out to tlie British niauufactu-. 
ws^in the vast demand ;thattbiey ere told would 
take plat;e for .their goods, in.retum for Eastli^dian. 
§ogars; and they are assured, ** that ihe demand, 
"rfor our prpductioiis has exceeded tlie most 
*rsang|i|ine: expectations of tto&e who.are CQn- 
''*tei|diDg?fc^.an open trade."i; Tim i;s»ifO!t.tiic. 
&mt tiwe tii^t qther objects, have heen-purau^d 
\hf the private (racjera to India, .un^er the nre^ 

-■ '*'Oirt>fottctiont<>Wist'fii«fia»8Dg«tt»,^.M.^ ' " 

t Repon of Committee, p. 15. 



faetaiW/ Iti' the-yeal 179^^ a very Idiig'iiiei»Mtfll 
ivas pWducfed'by rtjdprivatetradersr, in^whtchthey 
inf rcKloieed caJculation&bf s^ ^ery flattering descripf 
tion. I'd Ih^se wggestiems Lord l^^lvilte, tbett 
Mr. Thmdm, acceded, and the Company yieliiedi 
by appropriating 3000 ton»of 6hippiijg,-anniwHyi 
for the service. By the T%ird Report of the 
Special Committee of East Inidia Direccov^ 
printed in 1802, it appeared that the Company 
had theni according to the Act of 1793^ pro- 
vided anmiaUy 3000 tons, for the exportation of 
British manufactures^ which, for nine, yesifs^ 
ammmted* to 27,000 tons, of which oqly 1988 
had been appiiied- for; The Directors - addi 
^But in order to «hew thdt the clamour i» 
*^favotir of British nfianufactures^ at that time, 
** was a cover to other vieiws^ the follomng pdin 
^' treulars of the goods shipped by Qne of t^ 
^ iti09t t^siderable houses of a^n^y may. be 
** U9cftil2" . They then give the easmteratioovdf 
6%£ toni^ of goods^ i^ith the following comment: 
'' We thus per<*eive 484 tjoms- of metalsi; but of 
^ the^great stafilea^tiklle ofBri^h matuifapture; 
** Mrdolteiia, . ^ne tcttij and no more/** The 
metalsj be^ it observed; >Mere not s^it out in at 



• Third Report of tbe Special Committee, p. 15— 18, 
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maoufaKitMifkt Sitate, but for thn purpose of b^ng 
niaaiifiMII|r0ft'i& Inolia. At that timf , the gfe^t 
cr/iras t^ export of British woonM$;' and the 
pfiesent cry of the export of British cottoos^ set 
up by the Comtnittee of the Liverpool Associa- 
tion, and the assertion of Mr. Prinsep, that the 
far greater part will be found to consist of the 
staple products and manufactures of Great Bri« 
tain, are merdy repetitions of the same story. 

That gr6at speculatK^e shipmeats were made 
to India, when the trade was iirst thrown open, at 
the expiration of the Charter, is very true; but 
it is equally true, that this trade, instead of 
answering, has disappointed the expectations of 
those who engaged in it. Mr. Cropper, of 
Liverpool, acknowledges this to be the case, 
in his Letter to his respected friend, W. Wilber- 
force, Esq. ; for he states that he ** is exten- 
" sively engaged in the East India trade, which he 
^^Jmds not to be profitable'' Mr. Prinsep confirms 
his statement; for he says, ** it would be quite out 
^' of all reason to suppose the concerns of a great 
" corporate Company, with all its inherent dis* 
^^ advantages, can have been better planned and 
*' better conducted than those of individuals, 
" and they have confessedly made a loss/"* Official 



* Suggestions on East India Trade^ p. 64. 
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doi^mieats pri^e thetr stateitients tofak? oh^h 
rect, and tbe aswrimce given by the C^opt^Mtliee 
of the Liverpool Easst lodia-Assoqijiition to \^ 
erroneous. 

Tbe quantity of British sbippi^ employed 
in the trade to Asia, in the year 1816, was 98,52 1 
tons; in 1817, 104,404 tonsj in ,1818, 109,87t 
tons; in 1819, 71,590 tons; in 1820, 74,593 ton^; 
in 1821, 74,466 tons. Our navigation has been 
properly described " as the j^st measure of our 
*' commerce, which necessarily follows its in* 
" crease and diminution."* Is it not, then, 
obvious, that if the mutual demand of the 
two countries for the productions of each 
other, had increased, the shipping employed in 
the tiade between them, would have increased 
in the same proportion ? ' And as the quantity of 
shipping has diminished, does it not follow, as a 
necessary coni^uence, that the demand for 
those productions must have diminished ? These 
documents prove that the trade with India was 
overdone in the first instance, and has not 
since recovered. 

A due consideration of the subject will 
show, that the import of sugar from India will 



Administration of Affairs of Great Britairi, p. 104. 
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not^ efteourage tlie ejcport 4f BiMtb: maattlk^ 
tures^in the sam^ degree as that from tike West 
Ifiidies. The East tndiam import no utoosib 
for the manufacture of sugar, but make then 
all, even the bags in which it is shipped '^ In 
^Bengal, no expensive works, nor aomplicated 
** machines, are requiried ; consequently, little w 
" no capital is requisite, beyond the sapport of the 
^^^ cultivator. The mill which grinds the sugar 
^ cane, and the earthen pots which bdl the juice; 
•* are every where made upon the spot, at an ex* 
•* pense too trifling to be namedi l?he former 
** costs a rupee, (2^. Id.) the latter, an anna, (less 
"than 2rf.) a piece; nine of which suffice to boil 
" the cane juice which .one mill yields. The plough 
** and harrow, equally cheap and simple in Aeir 
"construction, do not, together, cost in general 
'* above a rupee ; a hoe, eight annas ; bullocbs^ 
" four to eight rupees a piece; plants, two-rupees 
** perbegahj Tiliich, with a shed, aad a ryott-s 
** hut, about four rupees, include all the requisites 
** and expense of a sugar plantation in Bengal.** 

In the West Indies, on the contrary, the 
cost of a good set of works for a sugar estate is 
£5000 sterling. The planters import from the 



* Papers respectiDg the Culture and Manufacture of Sugar 
in India, Append» IH. p. 57. 



modier coimtry, their mills, coppers, iron teaches, 
stills and- wonns, pots and forms, coals, the 
hoops and nails used in making their sugar 
hogsheads and rum puncheons, their tools of 
every description, clothing for themselves arid 
negroes, the bricks and lime with which their 
houses and works are built, their furniture, and 
almost every thing that they eat^ difink, wear,, 
or coilsume ; so that the British "manufiicturers 
have nothing to gain, but every thing to lose,. 
by the transfer of the supply of sugar from the 
West to the East Indies. 

Andther alleged inducement to this pro- 
ject, is the great additional employment that 
would be 'furnished for British ships and British 
seamen. The East India Committee say, that 
" as the distance from which East India sugar 
** his to be conveyed is greater, a greater quari^ 
** turn of British shipping and British seamerit,. 
" will he employed, and the trade will reraaiii,. 
** undiminished. This would be the casie if the 
" quantity of sugar imported and consumed^ 
" remained the same ; but as the price will be re- 
'^ duced, if your labours are successful, a greater 
'' quantity will be consumed ; and thus both these 
" important interests, instead of being injured, 
" will be benefited."* On this point, however, the 

• Report of Committee^ p. 29. v 

B 



CmawitUc of the Liverpool Aisocialiaa ^xfiDBftB 

. themselves, iu oiie passage^ with some d^g^eeof 

diffidence; for they adjmit '^ that this is a quei^ 

^* tioa ia v^hich the iBarltime interests are 

^^involvedj as respects the quantum of British 

^ sfaippmg and British seamen that have been 

"employed in the West India trade,*^ AU 

discussion upon this subject may be cut ^bort, 

% quoting the following resolution of the 

General Court of Proprietors of East India 

:Stock, held the 19th of June la&t^~"Th5rt tl>e 

*^ existing limitation as to the size of vessels 

" employed in the East India trade is a part of 

." the compact with the East India Company, to 

" which the faith of Parliament is pledged*^ 

Another, '' That this Court cannot consent tci 

*' the relinquishment of this part of the cpnxpact^ 

" unless reciprocal concessions 9X§^ obtained by 

^^ the restoration of East India built ships to the 

* *^ rights of full British registry ; and by the 

^^ admission of sugar from British Ind^ for 

" home consumption, on equ»t terms with sugar 

♦* produced in other dependencies of the British 

** empire,,'*! I'ro® thia document it aj^ear^ 



« Report of Conniittee, p. 29. 

t Copy of Correspo&deiice between the Oornmisfuoiiers 
Ibr tke Affitira of iaiKt, nd tiie Covrl of Okvclois of the 
Eft9t fodia Coaip«»]F, oidsMd 1^ the Hotise^ C o mmaps to 
be printed, a« $Ai J«l;^ Uia2« 



&'at the EaaiilnXiMiteqmCr not ottftjr (int SxBt 
indbiiii si^r shdold: be uindticted fas: -West 
ItaitaQr ttig»r;. 6iit tliftt Eastlndiafii slsfB ifeidd' 
be fittbaitkibted £br Bu^feitik sh^ ; and> iBdoodr sr 
&jp$ bdk iQi the GQloQiiQs are eatitird tci JM^iadk 
iiegiatu^, S' efilauial prinriJL^s br gpraittedl to^ tte: 
!Ea»t Indka m: on^ lefi^ieeli^ nQ>> good iwaseft 
c^ulii be gr^tk mhy ^y sbpoU bcs refused m. 
aoy otben. As the I^ir^ctors of the East li^a 
Gompaoj ibmeri}? smd^ upo0 tb^'Keiy sttibjec&r^ 
^ It IS tbiis thsdt the qaesliQa beesiHttea extensive^, 
'^ and ewdMsa the onosi unpiirteKLiateFestis of the 
'^ eountrj. The kind owhet, ixien:b»sd^ loflmfto- 
^iirori the firktsh aod Irish ships^ setuBnep, &c* 
^^ all mtist be saenfited at the ^ke o£ dkmA S&y 
^ or a kusfidred laitiaa iEi»rchaQts asid ag^ntsJ^ 

The saffiie p^yrtie^ b<rarever, stili pain^ai» 
the saioe pfetehsious; and Mr. Pria^, anvai^ 
ethersv allboisgh he expresaes seatunettts iSsbA 
might be expected t4»< p^adtiae a difierent gqd^ 
Tictioii, ** If it be true/' he sayt^ ** that her 
'^ rank amjpn^ nations clepaa^ ispon.faer maii^ 
" time superiority, a position which her friends 
" and her enemies seem perfectly agreed upon, 
" it is no less true that maritime commerce is 



* Third Report of Special CoiUnul^te, page 00. 
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** the basis of that superiority."* Again, " It is- 
"in the stout hearts and skilful hands of i 
" seafaring population, that miaritime strength 
•* consists/'t Nevertheless, he inveighs against 
the blind selfishness of the shipping interest of 
Great Birt tain, J the prejudices and self-inter6st of 
the landholders, who desire a monopoly of the 
growth of timber,, for the purposes of naval 
architecture,^ and, in short, all manner of per- 
sons who oppose his favourite project. The-, 
author of the pamphlet on Protection to West 
India Sugar, asserts the same pretensions iti 
favour of East India built ships. "The Indian 
"shipping has a right to a general register i* 
" policy and justice equally demand the conces- 
" sion of this point, in spite of the jealousy of 
" the shipping interest at home.**!! These India 
built ships, be it observed, are manned by Las- 
cars, a tawny race of beings, whose nerves are 
shaken* by every blast, whose toes and fingers, 
are benumbed by every frost, and whom Mt. Prin- 
sep himself describes as the " enfeebled native 
" sailors of our eastern territories.''^ These, 



* Suggestions on East India Trade, p. 9. 
tibid. p. 43. 
J Ibid, p. 59. 
§ Ibid«p. 45. 

II On Protection to West India Sugs^r, p. 6. 
f Suggestions on East India Trade, p. 44. 
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too» are to be substituted for British seamen ; 
and to these wretches, whom the law declares to 
be nuisances^ and obliges those who bring them 
here, to transport back to their native land, is 
the honour of maintaining the British flag, and 
the power of wielding the British naval thunder^ 
to be confided ! If such plans succeed, the sun 
of British glory must indeed set for ever. 

These extravagant pretensions of the pro- 
prietors of East India stock, come with a very ill 
grace from that body, who enjoy the most exten- 
sive and close monopoly that ever was granted to 
any set of men; and who make the public pay an- 
naally for their supply of tea, j62,700,000 more 
than they would purchase it for, if the trade were 
thrown open/ Nevertheless, these Gentlepen, 



* The foUowing statement lately appeared in one of the 
public papers : 

<' Effects qf the East India ConqKxny's numopofy <m the 
price of Tea. 

<< We beg leave to call the attention of our readers to the 
following statement of the prices of Tea in London and New 
York. The prices, in both instances, are exclusive qfdufy* 
The London prices are those for which the teas sold at the 
Company's last sale, and lodged in their warehouses, are now 
sellmg ; and the New York prices are those of the teas in the 
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bonded waiehoases, and are literally copiedTrom the '^Fribe 
Oirmm/' pibli Aed in tlt«t city tm Ae IMi November la«t. 



london Prices. New Tork Prices. 


' 


TCM« AtBM|9* JST4ni{Ca . 


VMBMMCk 


Bohea . . 2s. M.perlb. . Os. Ud. : . 


Is. 6d. 


Congo , . 3s. 2d. . . 0$, 8cL' . . 


U 6d. 


Souchong. 4s. 4d. -'.. Is. 6d. ^. 


2s. 10<f. 


Teranhay . 3s. 6rf.— : — . . not qucJted ' 






MfmmrWkmi9$. , id.~^ . . dy. bd: I . 


ir. Id: 


f^fttn.r.^ 4s. M-rr^.. ^. Mi .. 


Si. Okl 


17«. Ud. 7s. Od.. 


10s. Hi» 



*''The difference in fhe average of the jfJw species of tea, 
andtliey are those m' general use/ qnoted m'fcodi places, i» 
just 2s. 2d. per pound : and supposing the difference in the 
c^ntT upeoies to oe tn trie same propoitson^ it ^^In nmOWy in* 
asmuch as there are about 25 millions of pounds weight of 
t6a amuafly consuined in Great Britam, that the East India 
Company's monopoly costs tJie British pubUc, in the article of 
tea only, the enormous sum of £2,708,750! It is impossible 
eithv la coatifMat or ^iipiite ikem sUMmeat. His Amded 
on official documents, whaae apcwwqr neither is nor can be 
denied. Neither can it be contended that the price of tea is 
nttiiraAy kigher in London than in New York; on the con- 
trwy, we have"^ antfaorky t)f some tf the beet informed and 
moilextenBtve merchants in t!ie kingdom Ibrsaying, that were 
tlte<li*ade4brown^pes» teas could be imported inta&^iand for 
^^fer «eDt» less tkati into America. Here, therelbre, we hsve 



to l^itisft «ofmiieik:e, aiifess they - canf olitain tvliat 
diey am pleased' to term reciprocal concesskms, imt 
which »iQ feet hYvolve^enitn of British navigation, 
as mdl dsf'of tie BHtish eokmiesv ^^ * 

Another rocMftiHeiidatfon of ^s measum 
it tlie impiovenM^t tllat it wouttd occaaion in the 
rate of our foreign exchanges. We are toM^. 
that the " large importation of sugar, will ope- 
" rate on the continental exchanges, your Com- 
**iiiittee will suppose, to the extent of twentjr 
^ per cent; when Hieir taitow, which now^ 
** eannbt be soM in England under 50^., will be 
• purchased at 40^. : their flax, which could not 
" before have Been sold in England under 60^.,. 
** might be spid at 48^., and so on.*^ All these 
advantage' ntay ' be procured by an increased 
iaipertatibtt oFEast Indian sugar ihtotfte Conti- 
nent of Europe, and by remitting the proceeds oF 
the- sales to England ; but they would be lost by 

tJie prime necessaries of Ufe, for the exclusive advantage of a 
company of private merchants. It remains to be seen whether 
Ike piAKe will idbmit to continue to pay such a snm for such a 
purpoKu if thef do aot eiseit tfaemselves to pociire relief 
^Eom ed seaB4£tl<^tt9 a& knppsttioQ, witli vhat ftoe caatiiejf* 
seelc relief from taxes levied for public objects ? So long as 
ti>cy-4Bibinit4a have th s ir poofcetsfieked hf o n opoliot s, they 
certainly deserve no favour from the tax-gatherer* 
• Hepoit'of OyBflDttl ttee^ p^%^ ^** ^ 



Ijbf^sa M^parsjietog consumed in Engfaoid^Hitftead 
of th^ ContineDt, whiclvris the meaaure tbB.£ast 
lodi^s are labouring to accomplish. By beiogflen t 
tf> £nglan4 they might indeed affisct the exchange 
between England and India; but tJEney. codd 
only affect the continental exchanges by being 
s^pt to theCcmtinent; for no con^modfty can 
possibly influence the exchai^e of. a country 
into which it does not enter. 

Mr. Prinsep makes sudi contradictory 
^sserti<¥ia : respecting the state of the exchftipge 
between Great Britain and India, that one 
would really think he had forgotten the stale- 
inents contained in the beginning of bis 
pamphlet, before he came to the conclusion of 
it* In one passage he says, '^ The present state 
^* of the exchange with India, and the uniform 
^r complaint of the exporters, as to the difficulty 
^^ and loss in procuring remittances, after the 
^f sale of their adventures in India, show, the 
^^ necessity of opening our home consumption 
.** to all tlie raw products of the East.*'* In 
another passage he asserts, that *^ the difficulty 
** of making remittances for the support of the 
^' Company's establishment, anduhe payment of 
•" the interest of its debt in Europe, was always 



* Sugg;estionsoQiEastI]idia^Xrjekd%p.^5. 



^noreima^narf ^dtssieal; The inciteased and 
^^ mcreatii^ aihotts^ of the pffivate'laiide, has 
Hiembved it ai6i^;efelier."* Mr« Frinsepappears 
tD^faaveoBe xnede of reasooiiig for himaelif aad 
Ink/brother pTtvale tiadets^ and another for die 
Gdmpasiy; ,but hoMr t^e complatnts^-of the 
export^B, ms to tlie^difficaltjr and. loss in plo- 
tting reihittaiices, can be weli founded/ iirbile 
the same difficulty on the part of the Compiaiiy 
M^s alwaya more imaginary tl^n real, and is 
now remoNred altogether, is a paradox too diffi- 
oolt for coiiinton understandings to coi!i|MPeheii«l. 

Another argument used m favour of this 
mi^asure is, that we are bound to provide em-^ 
i^loyment for the population of India, who are 
thrown out of their usual occupatkHi, by the 
Increasing export of British manufectures. The 
Committee of the Liverpool East India Associa- 
tion say, — ^* The unrestricted introduction of our 
^^ taMuiufactures into that country, timber with 
, *f oiir undersellit^ them in every market in the 
^^ world, must dqprive of employment vast num- 
^^bers of people; and until some substitute be 
** found, It mu9t be very severely felti not only by 
" the people, but by the revenue.^'t 



♦ Suggestions on East India Trade, p. 65. 
t Report of Committee, p« 5(k 



.!.: Biic.'.'fiinMp -confiraM Aw statcmcirt^ Wi9 
mfB,r^Ac'tBaSiom of haMb fartej^ enf^fed' 
'i^fdvn^im kige porfioa of the ycar^ m the 
^4Mri|pte oiitai Imbm of^the nctiitc weav«cai a£ 
^luda^ aMtduovm oit af tmf^kijmrat bj^'tke 
^ <Oiii|»eticitti of British iMlaAtrf, aided liy^ 
^ midiiiierjr/**^ ludfisther puoage be exdmn^; 
^Sneljv-diis is tlie irer]^ cDssraniitlaan of the 
"< tsiu^ tdP Hixhimiyri' Ife might haxr 
addhd^of isthamanitjr, ioa^faiutlbephiiaatihropTr 
ofl3)e'|>ni»te:tia^]€iv^ instead of aitiesting their 
pm|9iaKmdii»c«sipedtni^a9pr0fitafalet^ 
selves, but so distressing to the native population 
of India, AoBB not prevvnt tb»r Iroin pushing it 
to ^e utmoittexBeiit. They mereiy ask whstista: 
hamaas' of the indu^ of British India? And 
ham isthsLtjgmietsA cxMbontmaak ef its pefak^ 
tkm to he samimd^ os vrhkii depends the' 
Q0i]MaiiiB^.<lf its^ atiegianoe r''^ 

. TiK »^ituats hud befene Sisriiti^^ 
ahmv,. cbii an export of Bfitish ^oUtoa: goods to' 
ladiKtKirii^faHK'in theyear^oidkK^ istJiaim-' 
«y Ifldfijtii dieesledtof near£SOO,oeO: butts' 
is 01911^* to peraKar ^naoaisiaiioes^ flfnd:tlm«fire' 



* Snggpftinnt4M;i Eatt InAh Tcaito,^30f- 
t Ibid. p. 18. 
I Ibid. p. 51; 
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tb^ 9ria6^.«(#pa.iwi^ a»: low la »GhrBrt. fii^ithio: 
as ja ^c^j wd. ihe "S^^ IufKpi €o«i||Wi^ 

ill poef^^Q^ to* or49rif^ lM» M^;iifml» A^oito Act 
9^G^ ^Ci^s growth HI y^^: T^mM^OBtk 
^tolpfi ^ the 9^k^tiiHist ^irai^i^lj^fiftrrflet; itee]£;. 
farthe invaiia^ ,€ff«£^.^' a^¥ary^li9w prioe.ii^ ^tb* 
(]i»QO|i^ia^f lepd dixiiiiiiJih the ^nowth; of Ihc^ onDsao^ 
di|^i .tiU Idae/^wrc^ies^ref il to ka iMloral krak. 
Wfaen-t^ Ifdtes (ilaci^ Ibe 9riti^ iwinifaBtiiBr^' 
iifi^ijbdp tikt tfefppimiiy aiii^^ wbidi, at: 
sfi^€fiftble$» iyi9:tQ:^ade4M^ the JSoi^likiiaa^i 

At « i^ Geiitfml €0IIS!t:.^f J^ofMrbfe^^ 
QiOje, €^ Uii^ £«st. Ittdiu» Smotoi^^s . jemexicdi 
the pKKkrii ;fife€iik^r%, of tke/^ngs tdx 
whick tiiey exftiaaied o»r empJK >itt Iaftis^.fajr: 
didviiig tbis native cot&m. a&iimi&dtiii«i9/ tid 
d4$i^)f^i^|o|}v«i,lidttg^ ihfQW^^ G^^mfhymmMf 
and superseded yak ^,s$ift «f tMrvf^ndv bj 
the introduction of British manufactures; and 
the authors of the rui&.of tfaefp poitr croiftures 
ai^, now ieiKle^v4)itiiag to %mdt m^ Qi»pkiy gM»t 
for tham, by starvino; some huiiidcad tlioumhd 
s]av^ in the West I|Kiies»« Such must be the 
irif^i^bk CMS^fPCMe of sfifiemafiirg thi^n ki 
tb£: cailtfwtMm of si^iir;, ftc mthefiU 



the woods which fbrmetly attractod the' clouds, 
and brought down rain, have long since been 
feUed ; and the soil is become so arid, that the 
growth of provisions cannot be depended upon. 
If their master cannot purchase provisions for 
the subsistence of his negroes, by the sale o£ 
his sugars, they must inevitably perish the first 
dry.^ason; and the condition of the master, 
who must witness these scenes of distress and 
horror, would scarcely be more enviable tlian 
that of his slave. The very low price of sugar, 
which has deprived the planters both of their 
0i«ans of payment and their credit, together 
with the partial failure of the late crop, has 
already produced this state of things in Antigua; 
where the extremity was such, that the Gover- 
nor actually drew bills upon the Treasury, as 
the only means of procuring provisions to save 
the negroes from starving. ' And if the schemes 
of these East India speculators are encouraged, 
the same effects will soon be procluced in most 
of the other West India islands. 

Mr. Cropper, although he professes to be ac- 
tuated by the philanthropic motive of putting an 
end to slavery, avows the ruin of the West Indians 
to be his object. ** There is evidently," (be says) 
^ a rate of prices necessary to support slave cuHi* 
^ vation, under a system which prevents their in- 



^^ crease, and may require supply by fresh impor^ 
'* t^tioos. At a lower rate slave cultivation may be 
^' coritinued, but not the importation ot slaves. 
•' There is I believe a point still lower where every 
^ sjfstem of slavery must be given up/' This stift 
lower point he proposes to attain by (What he calls 
a fair competition) some reduction, if not an entire 
equality in the duty, on E^stand West India sugar. 
As has already been stated, in many of the old 
islands, if. the master cannot maintain his slavciis 
by the sale of produce, they cannot maintain them- 
selves by the growth of provisions, but must inevi- 
tably starve ; a result not quite so compatible with 
the feelings of the disinterested philantbropisty as 
with those ,of the interested merchant, who is ** ex-* 
*^ tensively engaged in a trade to India, which he 
<* finds not to be profitable," but which might be 
rendered so by the destruction of his West Indian 
competitors. 

' May not the West Indians justly ask, in 
the words of Mr. Prinsep, ** Where is the justice 
** or policy of relieving one class of sufferers, by 
" increasing the pressure on the other?"* and 
retort his own sljatement upon him, of the con- 
sequences that wduld ensue from equalizing thp 
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dhii|»(m Bast anid West ifMiiap sugar? To our 
tfaosfttlairtk pQ8ses8k»»,(the West Indlaiiuooio- 
ims,) '^ It tiureiteiis total (kslvuction ; bas of ia^ 
^ come ta llie proprietor of priacipsl and iol^str 
^ to the moilipigee I ImuktnpXcj^ to tbe trader «iid 
^f coraigfiee; afid the exttmtian pi an extensive 
^ branch of ce m mgrce aad soevee of revenue, tm 
^^ the nalioa at large* Tbe coRttnent of Ii»i|a, 
^though k baa m«t to coixiplam of, has tbe least 
^ to ap|»nebnd ; ite io^ms cai^oot mtend bcfyond 
^ Ibe pdratMNi of a luerattve inter cmirse, it has 
** oftly »ow begun %o en^oy or af^f^eeiat^. Her 
^ popcikMlkmi wifioo)]^ b$ d^rownback upoa-its ovm 
^ resource^ — cov^pelted still ta vegetate in igno^ 
^ mnce upott tbe bare necesMries of • life, to which 
•* it kbs beOT lieretofore confined.^* A dispas- 
sbiiate consldenttiou c£ the diiferent cbnse- 
^foences to the diSerent parties interested, canned 
but be decisive of the conduct tliat onght ta 
be adopted on the present question. 

True pciicy requires, that the radustry dF 
our €o)onies and dependencies shoald be so 
^c^cted, as not to it^te^ere with the pirasperity 
rf one anotiier or of the mother country^ but to 
prodaee commodities for which nvt ate depeird^ 
ant on foreign powers. If anj apprehensions 



* Suggestions on East India Trade, p. 5a. 



I 



aief otertaifM^ that tbei0\pgfit& fkom India will 
not funibh tlie lueafies of jiajiog for tti&e:[qport^ 
the cultivation both of silk and indigo may be 
advantagctomly extended; and tbaJt of tea, for 
a supply of which we are in a state o P.humiHating 
and precariou& dependence upon Cfhina, Jnight 
.be introduced. Probably^ the East India Com* 
.pany may thiak their monopoly of tea more s€>- 
care in Chrna» than it would he in India; hut 
this objection cannot be urged by the adirocates 
of universal free trade, and mighty dpxm ita own 
di&tinct ground, be obviated. 

The antfaor o^ East and West India Sug^ 
4s&$, why the .claim of the West Indian planters to 
a prefereuce in the supply of su^^r, baa not been 
extended to cpUoi^ ind%o, and otber artidGS?* 
The answer i^ that the supply of the mc^er eoun-^ 
Iry t^ith th^e articles^ mever waa given exclusively 
to the We&t Iiadian csolo^gJes ; Ibey only abareu it in 
ccttniBon witb otbec c^anUiiess with the advpnta^ 
^ a tridisgproteetk^duty; Milherwas the cul^ 
tivaijiop of ihcim ab^utely ne»6sary to their ex-* 
iltence. But aogar j^ tbieir staple ci>Q[^iM(iity» and 
if they are sqpi^aQtediatbec^i^ltmtkMi}^ 
tlh^arek&wiibouliieaoiirca. Xoimkewhi^^j 
hav^ ah«adjr $u&red £ro«i £a^ Indka coaapetir 



* East and West India Sugar, p. 22. 
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tion, nn argument for extending it to their total 
ruin, betrays a want both t>f justice and of feeling. 

' A notion has been industriously circulated; 
that in the East Indies, sugar is raised by the 
labour of free men, and not as in the West Indies 
by slaves. Some pious persons, with tender con- 
sciences, have been so far duped by these repre^ 
sentations, as to renounce the use of West India 
and to adopt that of East India sugar : but it 
may be proved by most unquestionable authority, 
that slaves are employed in the one as well as in 
the other. Doctor Buchanan was employed by 
the Marquis of Wellesley, after the peace that 
followed the defeat and death of Tippoo Sul- 
taun, to make a. journey from Madras, through 
the Mysore, Canara, and Malabar, for the express 
purpose of investigating the state of the British 
provinces in his route. He was selected for this 
undertaking, as being peculiarly qualified for it 
by his various acquirements, and particularly by 
his thorough knowledge of the language of the 
natives; and he was famished by the Governor- 
General with letters to aU the British residents 
in the dif!erent provinces, directing them to give 
him every possible assistance and information. 
He acquitted himself of thi& task with so much 
ability, that a copy of his work was deposited in 
the library of the East India Company; and 
soon afterwards was published, under the autho- 
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rity and patronage of the Board of Directors, to 
^^hoiTi it was dedicated, with their permission. 
This publication, which appeared in 1807, not 
only proves the existence of slavery, but that 
the greater part of the agricultural labour o( the 
provinces through which he passed, and where 
sugar is an important article of cultivation, is 
performed by slaves. The Doctor details the 
particular mode of cultivating the cane, in that 
part of the world ; states, that rice and canes 
are grown alternately, and usuklly two crops of 
rice for one of sugar, to avoid exhausting the 
land. He gives drawings of their mills and other 
utensils; and describes the peculiar fineness of 
the clayed ^ugar manufactured by one individual, 
who is supposed to have been taught the pro- 
cess, which he keeps secret, by Tippoo Sul- 
taun himself. The following quotations from 
this work prove these assertions respecting 
slavery. 

'* LowBB Carnatic 

«' Their farms they chiefly cultivate by slaves of the 
inferior castes, called Sudra and Panchum Bundum/' 
(Vol. i. p. 19.) 

'^ Malabar. 

^From an enumeration of the inhabitants in one of 
the districts of Malabar, given by Mr. Baber, the number 
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of: tmwm^^ if» each Imim ia tbiM GT^Mt^XW^ partri^r 
Tbift would reduae the ntmher of: fcee. p«i»oi». to> 
Mr. Warden^ circle to » ^ • . 7SJS25 
Addalaves , • 16|574 



Total inhabitants 95,499 

(Tbi: n; p; S.y I 

''By -far the greater part of the labour in tfaefirldii; 
It . performed by slaves or cburmar. These are the tbso^ 
lute property of their devarus or lords ; and may be em- 
Plloyed in any work that their masters please. They are 
not attached to the soil, but transf^red in any manner their 
masters think fit ; only a husbatad and a wife cannot be 
sold separately, but children nsay be separated from their 
parents, and brothers from their sisterss These- are their 
laodes of transferrinjjp theusofruct of slaves^'* 

Tile author then proceeds at considerable 
length, and concludes thus: 

''These two tenures are utterly abominable; forp 
the person who exacts the labour and furnishes the tmb- 
sistence of the slaves, is directly interested to increase the 
former and diminish the latter, as much as possible.^ In 
fsLCt, the slaves are very severely treated ; and their dimi- 
nutive^ stature and squalid appear»no£|: show evidently u 
ivant of adequate nourishment. There can be no com-^ 
parison between their condition and that of the slaves in 
the West India Islands;. except that in Malabar there 
are a suiGcient number of females, who are allowed to 
marry any person of the same caste with themselves^vand 
whose labour is always exacted by their buaband's mastery 
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the maater of the g|rl kzym§;^miiibai^ over her^ so long 
as $)ie Jivee with^wotber mjin^s slaves Tbw is Hv.cui/itoin 
that, ought .to be . reconunended , to our West India 
I^Rters ; and, if adopted^ L aip persuaded .would sooa 
induce the. negro, women to bceed, and would. give a suf- 
ficient supply^f iohabitantSf without having/ecpurse to OMr 
annual importations from Africa." (Vol. ii. p. 370 — 372.) 

'^ When ,m nitB'« stock o| cows is. lai;ge^ tbejf are 
keptw^tbtlieilaboufiiig cattle^ in a hoiM#.huili at;soro^ 
distajMefrom the abode of free meHf^ia a place wbe^e the^ 
alave3 ace pefnitted .to dwell Wien tbe^creyp U natoo the 
ground; for these; p^o^r creatures, are conmdeced as^ too^ 
liapuce to he pemytted to ay(>roacbt. the haiise of th^ 
devarutor lofid/' (V<>l«.iii^p. 3S0.) 

^' M'Anapukam. 

" At Manapuram a slave when thirty years old, costs 
about 100 fanamS) or £2 14$. 7d.; with a wife be costs 
dottble;^ children sell at from 1.5 to 40 ftinams, or from 
8^. £jd. to 21s* lOrf. A vi'ovkiRg slave gets daily three- 
tentbs of a poroy of rough rice, or about 36} busliels* 
a<*year; He al$<x gets annual);^ one fanaai for oil; and 1} 
ftnam for cldlh, which is just sufficient to \iTap round his 
wftisK* If -he be active, he gets cloth worth two fanams ; 
and at harvest time from 5 tO'6'porays of rough rice. 
Old people and chiMreo get from one to two-thirds of the 
above allowance, according totiaie work they ca4i per- 
form.'' (Vol. ii.. p., 406, 407.) 

<' KERAKUM?PUftA9f> K^HAKUMrPPEAM AND 
POBAWAY. 

^ Tliere are 4765 sIiE&ves, making the population in 
aH ai,097/* (Tol. ii. p. 485.) 
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'* North Malabas. 
'< The yearly allowance here established for a sTave 
is^ofrougb rice, to able-bodied men, 148} cubical inches; 
to able-bodied vromen, 103} ; to old persons and child- 
fen, 744* The average will be 18 4-lOths. bushels, of 
which one half is hiisks.'' (Vol. ii. p. 491*) 

^'CURUMBARA NaDA. 

<' In Curumbara Nada, almost all the farmers (cu- 
dians) have slaves ; there are a very few only that are re- 
duced to the necessity of labouring with their own haiids.' 
Male slaves sell at from twenty to sixty old vir*raya fist- 
nams, or from 9s. 6}(/. to 985. Sd. ; women sell at only one 
half of this low price. A male slave lets at four fanams 
a-year, and a woman at half as much ; the persons who* 
hire them providing for their maintenance." (Vol. ii. 
p. 495.) 

'* Canamore and Cherical. 

^' The number of houses is 10,386|.and there are 
4600 slaves. The panicars (or hired men) are frequently 
flogged ; and as their masters are nojt bound to provide 
for them in old age or during famine, they seem to be in 
a worse condition than .the slaves. They work from 
morning till noon, when they are allowed an hour for 
breakfast; then they work until, evening, and all night 
they watch the crop." (Vol. ii., p. 56.) 

**TULAVA. ' 

•* The cultivation is chiefly carried on by culiatler, 
or hired servants; but there are also some maladalu, 
bought men or slaves." (Vol. iii. p. 350 * 

^* Having assembled some of the corar or coraivar, 
whoj under their chief Hubasbicaj are said to have ^ce. 
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been masters tif Tulava ; I found timt they are . now all 
slaves, and have lost every tradition of th^ir former po\ver." 
(Vol.iii. p, lOd.) 

^' In the northern parts of Tulava, are two castes, 
called Bocadaru and Batadaru, both of whom are slaves; 
when their master has no occasion for their work, they 
get no wages ; but hire themselves out as labourers, in 
the best manner they can, for they have not the resoMrce 
of baskist makiifgy nor of the other little arts which the 
corars practise. The master is bound, however, to pre* 
y^t the aged or infirm from perishing of want." (VoL iii. 
p. 106.) 

<'Haiga. 
<' In the farms of the Brahmans, most of the labour 
is performed by slaves." (Vol. iii. p. 148.) 

" SOONDA. 

^' Farmers, who are not Brahmans, unless their 
farms be large, work the whole vvith their own families ; 
but rich men must hire servants, or keep slaves. Men 
slaves receive yearly an allowance of rice, clothes, and 
money, equal to £2. 8s. 7jrf, the women 8s. li." (Vol. iii^ " 
p. 243.) • 

*' BlDDERURU. 

*' ThferiB are very few hired servants, but a good many 
slaves, by whom, on the farms of the Brahmans, all the 
ploughing is performed." (Vol. iii. p. 280.) 

The contrast between slavery in the East 
and West Indies, as above described, is very 
striking; and calls for some observations. In 
the East, slaves are let out to task-niasters, who 
feed and work them, in consideration of an an- 
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nuil stipend paid to their owners ; and, therefore, 
the persons who exact the labour. and furnisli 
the subsistence of the slaves, are directly inte- 
rested in increasing^ the Former and diminishing 
the latter, as much as possihle. Such a tenure, as 
Doctor Buchanan justly and feelingly observes, 
is utterly abominable; nor can it be wondered 
at, that their dimlnQtiv^ stature and squatid ap* 
pearance shoirld, as he asserts, indicate «eyere 
treatment and want 4»f adequate nourishmeiit. 
There is, indeed, the Doctor exclaims, no com* 
parison between therr condition and that of the 
slaves in the West Indies ; where their master 
-is their employer, and interest as well as hu- 
manity prompt him totceat them welh In the 
West Inclies, all the slarves who are liot employed 
in the house of their maiter as ddfniwtics, haTe 
houses of their own, with gardens aitd every 
domestic cdmfort around them ; but in the East, 
they are obliged to herd with the cattle, these 
poor creatures being considered as too impure 
to be. permitted to approach the house of .their 
lord ! How conflicting is this official account 
with the declaration, ^* that their services arc%«o 
*' light, and their state so happy, that they ab- 
** sol utely appear as members of the femily in 
** which they live, not like slaves-*' The allow- 
ance of provisions .given to slaves k tlte West 
Indies, who are past, labour^ is uniformly tkefsafise 
as to tlitesc who are « tte prime *f Itfls. This 



regolstiDiL :u -not oiilrf reustesi, but vImt;;: 
would be enforced, if necessary, against .ttermas^ 
ter; but in the East Indies, Doctor Buchanan 
3flwerts,i0ld|ie0pleiaKFi£daQed)tQ half allowasice I 
As in. India, . Deator iBnobanan tells .us, :they &e* 
quently iteg :tfae ifitemen ndio )a» hirad Ja* 
boureis, it (cannotiteasonably i)e expected libat 
tfaey: should CKercne greater ibrbearanee toward 
the skves. /Tbe .condition of these freemen ih 
truly pitiable^ for diey areedescribed^s working 
fbosn motniog till iuk)Q, Iwhen they ate allowrd 
^i^onr jfbribrsykfiist ; .they then woik tilLeTen* 
10^,. iand ithen -one would teiturally auj^ose they 
ii^»re ;penikitted to rretiie to test; but not ao, 
'^iUotghttheywatcfa the crop." So .Ihat dieir 
tOfiLis liBoemitted ;by night aad!byxlay,exc«^«' 
ing t^e.houcallow^ fortheinmeal, and the in* 
tBCTakemployediin ithe.iKcessai^.flageUationSy 
to keep them up to this inexorable duty* /The 
East Indians must certainly be acquitted of 
trading to theicGfa$t of Africa rfor slaves; for 
fheiy havefouaMl ou tamuch iiiore eajsy and econo* 
];nidal modeof supply,. by eoslaving a whole^oia* 
tioa without travelliiig from home: as iu the 
inil^nce of the Gorar, wwho were once masters of 
Ta]0\!^ but whoai ^he Doctor found to be 
naw a}l $lavjes. These gootatioos damply pirore, 
that if moral considerations are to be taken into 
the estimate, or to'be set up as grounds for claim 
to puldtc favour the .pretensions of the East 
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Indian pkntiers (}o not stand higbcr dian those of 
the West 

Other writers on India confirm the testimony 
of Dr. Buchanan. Pennant, in his view of Hindos- 
tan, speaking of the funerals in that part of the 
world, says, '^ If the person is of rank, the pall 
'^ is covered with cloth and flowers, and a bullock 
'^ is sacrificed, and the bead buried with the de- 
" ceased. If he happens to be an Upper Hill of 
** common rank, the head of one of his slaves is cxA 
'^ ofi^ and burnt with him. If the Upper Hill 
*' person is of high rank, a large body of bos slaves 
*^ rush from the hills, seize an Hindoo and cut oS 
'' bis head, and burn it with their chieftain."* 
This passage proves not only the existence 
of slavery, but the barbarous ceremonies of 
which the slaves are made both the agents and 
the victims. 

Mills, in his history of India, calls the 
lower classes the slaves of slaves; as indeed 
they are, for the zemindars, rajahs, and nabobs, 
are only slaves of different degrees. The fol- 
lowing extract is taken from that work. ** The 
" business of the Sudras is servile labour, and 
^' their degradation inhuman. Not only is the 



• • Pennant'* View of Hindostan, vol. ii. p. 369. 
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'^moat abj€€t and grovelling submission imposed 
'* upon them as a religious duty, but they afe 
^^ driven from their just and equal shai^e in the 
^^ social institution. Even their persons and la- 
*^ bopr are not free : a man of the servile ca?te, 
'* whether; bought or unbought, a Brahman may 
" compel to perform servile duty ; he may seize 
*^ without hesitation the goods of his Sudra slavey 
^^ for as that slave can have no property^ his 
*^ master may take his goods, nor l^t him give 
'^ spiritual instruction to such a man. He who 
'^instructs a servile man in the mode of expiating 
.** sin,^ sjnks with that very man into the hell, 
** named Asamvrita."* 

The writer of a very recent publication, 
nientions one of the classes, the Poliars, as 
slaves ; f stnd in another part of his work, relates 
a story of a man ofFering to sell him his. own son 
as a slave, which his attendant told him was ac- 
cording to the custom of the country. J 

Mr. Cropper asserts, " that the opening 
" of the East India trade, is the trial of 
** a great experiment, that of a free com- 
** petition of the products of the East by free 
" men, « and those of the West by slaves;" and 

* Mills's British India, vol.i. p.^l67, 168, 169, passim, 
t Fifteen Years in India, p. 183. 
J Ibid. p. 308. 
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Hie ftiilbor tf the :p««(rphl«t on PMtectimi -to 
ft^st India Sugar, says, **Siit^l has H>ecn;*as- 
^4etted d»t encouraging augarintfae E«tt5n- 
**d!cs, is ott!y 'employing shites in the &ist 
** Indies, instead of the slaves in 'the West. 
^ Now, to this I give an unqualified negative. 
** No slavery does exist in Bengal; or the nor- 
f* them provHices n^hepc sugar is cultivaled.'* 
QThe^author txf Eaf t iind 'Weit India Sugar asks, 
*«'But in -Bengill is net sugar cuhivated by 
** slaves? Certainly iiot-^'l- In ebntradietlon 
to the^^bold aisserttons, the exisSence df slavery 
in Bengal is admitted by -the East Ind^ki Direc- 
tors, although the description of it is softened, 
in a manner not easily reconcileable witt the 
accounts aheady quoted : 

*' Slavery is not unknown in Bengal. Throiighoiit 
some districts, the labours of husbandry are executed 
chiefly by bond*servants. In Certain provinces, the ]>lough- 
men are thosUy slaves of the peasailts, for whom they la- 
bour ; bu^ trt&ted ^by their matsters more like k«reditafy 
8ervant99 or like emancipated hinds^ than like purchased 
idatss, ihey^ liboar trith dtectfol diiif«ttC6 ^ftid > miforced 
^KMiI' in some places, 41so,* the iai»fl-h<ridef8 havefa claim 
to the servilude 6f thousands, .amol^' the iiibttbitant« of 
their estates. This daim, which is seMom enforced, and 
Mrhicb'in mav(y instance is < become whol|(y obsolet^^i^ 
Ybunded on sonfe traditional rights acquired many gene- 
rations ago, in a state of society different from the pre* 

* On Protection to WeJrt Irilia^fttgar, p/48. 
t East and West India Sugar, p. 91. - < 
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|^eb«^ rather . A»ni as boadaimeii labooni^g for the sdle^* 
pefit of .their owners, indeed, ihrongbout India^ the re- 
lation of master and slave appears to impose the duty of 
protection and cberishment on the master^ as much as 
Ithat'of fidelity aiid obedience on the Mate ; aflrd their ffiii- 
tnilicoiiduet is consistent with the sense <if Hach'afn 
M^gati^n/smce it is Marked i!vithgeMlkMess4m<tvfadtI* 
'geiice im Ihe t»ie^ ^tde, wad wiAk ttsXmiA' Imythfj^klb^ 
Mher. TiiMlgh ^sre- adoiit 4he . (me^ that f^h^fi9 i |n«j <ba 
tomfni fsk BeQgal|:Mno^ tJf & )AolB»«r8 in : basbaa^ry^^yet 
in most, proviocea none but freemen*^r& occupied in the 
business of agricultiire. The price of their daily labour, 
when paid in money, may be justly estimated at little more 
than one ana sica, (being less than Q^d. sterling.)"''^ 

Labour iaiiidia is of sa little v^liie, tliajt, pro- 
bably^ these <;Iaiins to servit»de>are liotQnfofeedy 
because' thfy;ai:e n^t wartbiet^forcjng;; bat l^t a 
Bew d^maml ibr labour be inrfrocikiited) (tuithe 
ilncreased ciiUivation of sqgai*^) ivhidxmll 1^^ 
it more valuable, and these bmd<>li6}dey$/ who 
have a claim to the servitude of tbotisaud^i wiU 
imiaediately oasert that claim; and thus aaew 
$kve tm^e be establislied in the ^East ladies, 
of infinitely. gr<^ter iatag^ittide thaa tliat ivvbicfa 
we iiai^^di$fa^id iaonriWcUit Indian ^eolome^. 

One f99ry imforttw t qonskletili^si coiiQe<i ted 

i* ^ « ' i III l i i n It I nt^ ^ ,t^ . m g - ji ii> ' i. aiiiii n » t > i ■ ■ — '^- - - -n T T ri«- - -—■--' -, 
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with the. slave trade, wiH surely l^ye great 
weight tin leadii^ m^ to decide on: the expe* 
diency of admitting East India sugars into the 
home consumption of Great Britain, Every 
Friend to the abolition of the slave trade 
must think it more desirable, with a view to 
the accomplishment of that great object, that 
the East Indians should continue to compete 
in the continental markets pf Europe, with 
the foreign West Indian planters, by .whom Ukt 
slave« trade - is still carried on, than be brought 
into competition in the home market, with the 
British West Indian planters, by whom the slave 
trade has been abolished. 

The preceding remarks on the state of so- 
ciety in India, have been called for by the re- 
peated denials of the existence of slavery in 
that part of the world; and more particularly 
by the contents of the pamphlet, entitled East 
and West India Sugar, but which might with 
more propriety have been entitled Slavery and 
the Slave Trade. The great object of this 
writer appears to be, to excite such an odium 
against the West Indian planters, as will dispose 
their fdllow-subjects to ruin them without pity 
or- remorse, and to think that if they spare their 
lives and take all that they have, they treat them 
with unmerited lenity. The pamphlet consists 
of 103 pages, and in the 95th the writer disco- 
versi ** It is not necessary to pursue this subject 
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** into all the painful peculiaritifes of the West 
** Indian system, my object in this paper being 
" not to expose what I believe to be thie many 
** great and crying evils of that system, but to 
*' examine tlie arguments advanced for cOntinu- 
** ing and even increasing the protecting doty 
** on East Indian su^rs."* Though this recol- 
lection occurred too late to influence the con- 
duct of the writerj it may teadh others, not to 
lose sight of their professed object ; and, thcre- 
-fore, the numerous invective^* and exaggerations 
cdntained in this pamphlet, will remain un- 
noticed. 

The advocates for India bring forward 
another argument, connected with the po- 
pulation of that country. They say, that 
** to refuse their request, is to sacrifice the 
^^ interest of one hundred and twenty milKons 
** of British subjects, to that of less than one 
" million."t Before we suffer our -imaginations 
to be dazzled and bewildered by this high-sound- 
ing contrast, let us enquire whether 4:he East 
Indians really are British subjects, in the true, 
sense of the words, and let us also consider 
their value as well as their nan^ers. Their 
advocates in some degree concede the first 

♦ East and West India Sugar, p. 95. 
t Report of CooMiiitlie, p. 19^ 
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fifdtiit; fdr thtf f^OniikAfy Uimat, *' thfti i« 
^^ baa been^ tOft^DMHii thehabit^ to^couwicf crii» 
^' West iBiis^ territories as an lateral par* 
'* of: tbe^otitttry, while tfaoM of tbe Easit have 
*' been considered in u,- degree as- foreign/' ^ 
Thei diatinctkm^ is just: for the pracIaiiHitio» 
of tb» ISth^Cbtrtes tbe Seeond riiDS tbtt&: ''We 
*^ do further pubtiab anddeelsffe^ that aU.the cbitr 
^^ dcen of any of our natural born snbjects*^ o£ 
^^ £iigland, tO'he born ia Jamaica^ shall from their 
^^ respective birthsbe ref>uted to be^ and sbfdl be^ 
^' free demzens of England; and shall Imvo the 
** same privileges, to alt intents and purpose^ as 
" our free born subjects of England." Such was 
the encdurag$Qient held ont to British subjects, to 
transport tbeGnsetves and their oipital to the West 
Indian colonies ; but where is the same langpage 
used to the natives of Hindostani who must he coi)" 
sidered as subjects of the Ea^ India Company^ and 
mA of: Great: Britain, so long, e^ that Company 
ifitain their territot ial sovereignly ? 

The W6st Indiaa colomcBS have been justly 
considered as an integral paat of the British em*' 
pire, becausQL imder.the.cplanial .system, all the 
industry ofi tlKii^inhabitantaiS;made subservient 
to.&e. intorertaa (rf themother country, and all 
thftir-prosiaerity b reflected bade upon hen . The 

« Report of Gommittee^ : |u.M; 
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ex{M9dled eitiien ia the mother country, if he. 
canaflford to. reside there; oj'^.if not, in supgliea. 
dravenfrom her, and whiolvgive: lifeand aotivitst'^ 
to her domestic industry. But in India, no 
British subject is, permitted; to cultivate the soil, 
or even to visit the interior, without a apeaaii 
permission, liable to be- revoked* The Di- 
rectors speak of ^^ the. fatal cooftcsqttences, 
" \trhich must arise from establishing the first 
" and most dangerous principle of colonization,"', 
and declare, that " the plans of: the - private. 
** traders, if admitted^ must terrpinate in the 
" destruction of .the British empire in India*"* 
We hear ■ of native , princes, and native land- 
holders and cultivatom, b»t they never return 
to Great Britain to spend the fortune they have 
acquired;, all* their profits centre and remain in 
India, acid the mother country neither,, claims 
nor receives any, part of the, pjrodiicsAQf' their 
labmirs>; What then is; the value of India ta^ 
Gfeat Britain, tewever numerous her popula- 
tion? The account of imports, and export&> 
furnishes the answer. 

Oj^taLnahie of. Imports ftomJndid^and China. 

laifl.. \mk. ISM. 

Years ending Jan. .5lli. — .^ . -^ 

£7,337,689 £7^537,563 £7,562,647. 



♦ Third Rep<nt of tBeSpedalCbnimittee, p. 108. 
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C^ffieialvalue of Exports to India and China. 

1819. 1820. 1821. 

Years ending Jan. 5th. . — — — 

Brit&Irishprod.&manf. £2,683,221 £1,998,601 £2,978,456 
For. & Col. merchandize 502,529 374,380 294,360 



Official ycduB of Imports from the West Indies 

1819. 1820. 1821. 

Years ending Jan. 5th. — r — — 

£8,347;235 £7,887,668 £8',0ll,335 



Official value of Exports to the West Indies. 

1819. ' 1820. 1821.* 

Years ending Jan. 5th. — — — 

Brit. & Irish prod. & man. £5,516,816 £4,197,975 £4,038,222 
For. & Col. merchandize 267,737 292,033 308,820 



British Tonnage to Asia, 
, Year ending Jan. 5th, 1821. Tons 74,593 
Ditto 1822. 74,406 



British Tonnage to British Wist Indies. 
Year ending Jan. 5th, 1821. Tons 217,744 . 
Ditto 1822. 230,830 

* The writer of the Pamphlet, entitled " On Protection 
to West India Sugar," has stated, that tlie declared value of 
British manufactures (alone) exported in 1820-21, to China 
and India, was £3,713,021-- that to the West Indies, 
£3,831,300— and in 1821-22 as follows: . . . 

Export to India and China — £4,087,020 
British West Indies 3,985,053 

If he is correct, the return to the House of-Cqynmons to. 
an order, dated 22d March, 1822, (from which the above 
statements are copied,) is erroneous. He is therefore called 
upon to correct his statement, or to show from what more 
accurate source he has derived ]m information. 
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These! ae9(>unts include the trade with 
China as V9e\l Aft India, and prove that the less 
than one hittlibn of inhabitants of the West 
indies, are morfr valuable ta Great Britain, than 
the boasted hilhdred and twenty millions of 
East Indians, (ol* feven than the two hundred s^wl 
twenty fnillidnSj throwing in the hundred mil- 
lions of Chinese,) when viewed in the true 
point of comparison. 

The author of East and West India Sugar; 
speaking of the export to the West Indies, says^ 
•* The amount of that export has been extrava- 
** gantly estimated by some persons, even as high 
" as seven or eight millions. But, in fact, it has 
** seldom, if ever exceeded more than half the 
•* latter sum, and of that three-fourths, at the least, 
" have been exported, not for the consumption of 
*^ the We3t Indies, but of Spanish South America; 
^* so that the real export to the West Indies 
" for their own consumption has probably not 
** much exceeded a million annually."* The 
official accounts above given show, that since 
the year 1819, the exports to the British West 
Indies have diniinished a. million and a half; 
and it appears by a demi-official pamphlet 
recently published, that the exports to the 



* East and West India Sugar, p. 64% '] 
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^br^Q W^t Indies and South. America ;liave 
iQCreaSfd in ^ greater degree tUan those to 
tlw British We$t Indies have diniiuished. In the 
y«ar 18S1, the forwer are stated tojiav^ 
aipounted to ^1,257,047* aud the latUr to 
jeSi7,9l6.* Formerly all the exports to the 
Fdreigo West Indjes and South America were 
made circuitou&ly, through the medium of the 
free ports in our own West Indian coloniesi but 
as they are now chiefly made direct, the whole 
of the present exports to the British colonies, 
(with a trifling deduction from those to Jamaica, 
for tl>e purpose of expprtatiop to the Spanish 
Main and Cuba,) may be considered as the 
ampMuVof their own consumption. 

The East Indian advocates contend^ that 
the claims of the West Indians to a monopoly 
of the home consumption, or to any extraordinary, 
protection in the market of Great Britain, l}avo 
no just foundation; but in stating, this part of. 
the-case^ they, as usual, make . admissions' that 
militate against tUemselyes : for they say-^. 
** T\as vested riglxt, to which the West Itidians 
*^, have so confidently adverted, has no other foun^ 
** dation Tn^hatever than the Acts of Parliament, re* 
•* stripling their iotercQUBse to the nwther country ;"t 



* Administration of AfFairs of Grc^t Britftkr^ p. 153. 
t Report oT Committee, p. 21. 



—andjigai.nj .**J&jit, say the Wc&t Indiana, ^ jgjr^ 
^ digious amount of capital has been in vested \jf 
** our West India possessions under the faltb of 
"pfp^ion; wh^Ke tlmt %jitti is |ilec(|ed , y^**** 
*^ Cpp^n^ittee are atfi logs io difspoyer^ ^\\d ih^ 
^/ CQufid^ntly, assert that it has no founfjatibn, bu^ 
" in the yague ideas of those Mho have staled 1^*"^ 
AccpVdlng. therefore, to the opinions of tbe^ 
'Gentlemen, capital invested under the fajth qf 
protection, pledged by Acts of Parliameot^ }f 
a vague idea ! 

Mr. Prjflsep uiaiiitaios t|ie ^an)e d<>ctniie, 
— ^^ The West Indian party has therefpirp 
" been constrained to admit t))e prQtectinjg 
" duty they h^ve inoplored and QT)taii)ed 
"to be a downright breach of national ec0. 
^* nouiy, and a violation of the rjgjits and In- 
^' tere$ts of the Briti3h nation at large :"t but 
of thiS; as well as of riiany other pf his ^taite- 
ments, he Jxas riot condescended to supply hjs 
reader3 with any pj^oof whatever. Jletheu a3k^ 
" what ,wa$ the inopopply, upon the expectation 
*' of which .. the capital embarked in the Britijih 
*** West IndieSs was induced to take, that djiee- 
" tipn ? Assuredly riot the e^ccluslori of JEast 
** India ragar by a protecting duty: such a 



t Soggestiotif pnEji^^JbM^Ts^ 
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" measure was' never suggested uutil very 
"lately.:"* 

'The author of the Pamphlet; entitled *'0n 
Protection to West India Sugar,'* asks, — "But 
** where are the records of their title ? Great 
^Britain was first supplied with sugar through 
/* the Portuguese. The price was exorbitaiit, 
" and encouragement was given in the nature 
" of a patent to cultivate the JVest Indies. From 
** 1649 to the present time, the chief supply has 
•* been from the West Indies, but when the price 
** was high in 1792 and agaib in 1800, cultivation 
^ in the East Indies was called lor and encou* 
•* raged by Parliament and Government, and 
^•importations proportioned to the Company's 
** operations, under an exclusive monopoly, took 
*• place. The article was not enumerated in the 
" table of customs, but the question of the daty 
** (£57. iOs. Sd. per cent, ad valorem) was 
•• agitated during that period, as will be seen by 
" the resolutions moved and carried in the Ge- 
•* neralCourt,! 5th March, 1792."t This writer, 
therefore, admits, in opposition to Mr. Prihsep^ 
that the ad valorem duty did operate as a pro- 
tecting duty, and was agitated in the year 179S» 



* Suggestions on East India Trade, p. 27; 
t On Protection to West India Sugar, p. 13. 
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All cwibts on this subject may be removed, 
l^y referriifg tQ t^^ papers recently publrslml by, 
tlie Directors of the East India Company. They, 
stale, tha^ V The object of the meeting of the 
" General Court of Proprietors in 1792 was to 
*[ obtain 4 more favorable consideration for East 
"India lu|[prs, in. point of home consumption, 
"duty ; out in tbisi particular, the East India 
"sugars have not been successfuK The Appendix 
"exhibits a succinct view of the dti ties as. they, 
*/ have been varied and regulated frpm time to 
** lime, upon both .West India and East India 
" SM^ars; and it will be seen, that from the year 
" 1799} the Ea§4 India sugar has been regularly 
" charged with a larger comparative proportion of 
" duty, until at length it has been burthcned by the 
" enactment of the 1st and 2d of his present Ma- 
"jesty, cap. 106."* 

Here the Directors admit, that a protecting 
duty in favour of West India sugars always 
existed; and that the attempt made to inter- 
fere with it, in the year 1792, was iinsuccessful. 
They fuvtl>er quqte from the proceedings of the 
General Court of March 15, 1792, the following 
passage: "Sugar not, having ranked among the 
"^ Company's imports at the time of establishing;: 

* Papers respecting the Culture and ManufiCture SogaT 
in British India — Minutes of General Court, p. ^. / 
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"the pfeseflt taritf, it was riot even wmed; 
•* and can oolv mW be received uhdef the head 
** of matiufilctured goods nort-enainerftted, at 
** £37 I6s. 3d. per cent, ad talorerh:"^ 

Indeed, very cogent arguments, rts wdt as 
liberal sentiments, in favour of c6lortiat pfotdc- 
tion, may be extracted from tbis publicatidm In 
i 79^, the Directors made tbe following statehieif t. 
** It is not your Committee s wish tlidt (lie C6t1i- 
** pany should become the hostile opponents or 
** Avowed rivals of the West India m'erchartts, in 
." any of the markets to %vbicb they have been ac* 
y^ customed, or are competent to'supply. fitit as 
*^ in the present critical state of affairs^ an apettifig 
*' arises for drawing back to this country a large 
" portion of that foreign trade which it formerly 
" enjoyed, and which, as has been already shewn, 
•' the French diverted from hence; your Committee 
** conceive it woiitd be unparddnjlbl^ In them to let 
** Alip so fair an opportunity of landing their as^i^t'^ 
•"' ance to effect so great a national object. Under 
•* the most favourable circumstance^ France ever 
** saw, it would hiivc required matly years to re* 
" store the islind 6f St. Domingo to its fbrmer 
** dourisliing state ; this is, therefore, the motilent 
** for exertions, and if they are properly diitcted, 

♦ Papei^, to. A))pe&dix 1. 1^. 2* 
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**: there k well grounded reason to expect Bengal 
** ttiifty be benefited by an export of this commodity 
" V> the amount of more than half a million pet* 



** annum.*** 



The »ame feeling is expressed in the fol- 
lowing letter to Bengal, dated 1 1th Sept, 1811. . 

" With respect to sugar, we shall briefly refer you to 
tbe'resolutions of the General Court of Propriettfrs, of 
t^e 14»th March, 179^ at which it wad resolvedi that the 
then enorinoufi price of that cominodity was owing to the. 
annual importation being very unequal to the increased 
consumption in Great Britain, and the demand for expor- 
tation; and that the East India Company, having been 
called upoti by the public to assist them, the General 
Court wisre of opinion that they could speedily and per- 
maneistly supply a considerable quantity of aug^r for the 
reiief of Great Britain ; and that^ unless the Cofnpaoy 
did 801 the Indian sugar tride^ and the carrying trade 
attached to it, must inevitably be driven into the hands of 
foreigners, who bad sent and were sending ship^ from 
various parts of Europe and America to India, to pur- 
chase that article. We have now to observe^ that the 
reasons which induced (he Company to engage in this 
trade have ceased ; and therefore it is expedient, iis well 
oil general principles, as on account of the loss which has 
Intended it, that sugar should not continue to form part 
of the Company's investment,^ except for such quantity. 



* Papers, &c. Appendix L p. 22, 
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aiid .that of>the finer assortments oulf): aa niay be wanlfcl/' 
in^addition to the annual provision of saltpetre^ for sup-. • 
plying our ships, regular and extra, with the quantity of 
dead weight which may have been stipulated for them, by ^ 
special order, or by the terms of the respective charter 
parties, and conditions of service; to which quantities 
die ships must in future be necessarily restricted. Of 
sugar, we do not piopbse that any shoidd be laden for 
Europe in 1812."* 

From the above extracits it appears that the 
sole motrve of the Directors, in interfering with 
the West Indians in the home market, was, that 
after the devastation of St. Domingo, the supply 
was not equal to the demand ; or, to use their 
own words : — " Hence the article has already 
" risen to so high a price, that many of the lower 
"ranks of people in Britain must forego the u$e 
** of it; and the refining, a- very considerable 
** branch of business, is much at a stand for 
"want of material."t When this deficiency 
ceased, the Directors discontinued their imports 
of sugar. 

The following extract from ,the Report fyr. 
18J8, on the external commerce of Bengal, may 
serve as an eifectual counterpoise to many of the 



* Papers, &c. Appendix XL p. 18. 
t Ibid. Appendix I. p. 58. 
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declamatory statements of the private tra^dera to - 
India. ^* Although the importation of East Indtan 
*' sugar into Great Britain has not done much inJMryy 
" as yet, to the West Indian planter, it may bap|)en, 
" if the price fall much here, that it may interfere ■ 
" materially with the West Iqdian interests; and 
'^ in such case, the latter are certainly, entitled to 
^* legislative protection ; almost the whole cold-' 
*! vation of the colonies in the West Indies is car- 
*' ried on hy British capital and by British subjects,- 
^^ wIk) are obliged to receive their supplies fr6m 
** Great Britain, or her North American colonies, 
'^and who cannot send their produce to any other 
^\ market than that of Great Britain. As long as 
"the price of sugar continues so high here* k 
** cannot be a considerable article of trade to 
" England, even if the duties were equalized; and 

V in so doings the British Government would cause 
" a serious injury to the West Indian planter, while 
'* they would not produce an increasing importation 

V of sugar from Bengal."* 

When the British West India colonies 
were first settled, their trade was free and unre- 
stricted; but in the year 1660, when they began 
to rise into importance, it was enacted by the 
12th Charles lid. cap. 18,—*' That no sugar, 
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'^ Cobweoi cotton wooVgiogerf (iMki or orher dyltig 
^^« utmiMy 0£ tbe growth or manufUoture of oar 
^'. AniMf Aft icaii) or American dolonie^, %btA\r be 
'^ shipped from the ft»id colonies^ to My place but to 
*^ EDgiarklf Ireland^ or to Home other of his Ma* 
'^jesty'ssaid plantations, there to be kfided iindcr 
'^ ibrfbkure. And to make effectual this last dadst, 
*^ /or the sole hinejic of our own navigatiofiand 
*^pit(fk^ the owners of thi^ ships shall give^ bonds, 
*'. at their setting out, i&t the due performance 
*♦ tliereof.'' 

This Act was the foundatiofir of our eolontat 
system, whieh is one of mutual monopoly, 
and bound the inhabit&nti! of the colonies to send 
tlitif produce to, and draw their supplies from, 
the mother country, giving tiiem her home 
'dOnsumption, for the sale of theii- produce, in 
return. The preamble to the Act of the 15th 
of Charles the Second, cap. 7j following up the 
former Act, declares — ''That as the plantations 
" beyond the seas are inhabited and peopled by the 
^ M^efs of England^ for mainfaining a greater 
•♦correspondence and kindness between them, and 
*ra fif mer dependiente upon it, and rendering them 
*^ yet more beneficial and advantageous unto it,-»- 
*^ in the further employmenl and increase of 
*' English shipping and seamen, vent of English 
•' woollen and other manufactures and comraodi-* 
*' ties, rendering the navigation to and from the 



39 

<^ sabie More sAfe fimt d)^Ap, utid lymkifig ttib king* 
•< dofn tt ildfile, ttot only i5>f the ci»tnmo(ttii6R oP 
'Mhose f>tantiitioiid, biHI abd of th^ commcMit1e6- 
•'df oth^f fOB!iH4ed mtd pkce* foHf »uf)|riyifig of^ 
^^ihetn; and it bdiij^ the useijeof oilier nation td 
** feecji thdr plafntmkm trade t0 themselves ; be U 

4 . . ■ ... 

Here, the ptffidiples of out (Colonial policy 
are clearly lakl down, and openly avowed j tm& 
have oftly been rdlixed, tvhere they have beer 
fbufkd to press so severely on the interests of tli^ 
ptatiters, as to defeat their own object j or, to. 
ifse the emplifttic words of Mr. Burke,' **iiot 
dftly to tie, but to stratigle.'* Ufiiler siich cir» 
cumstatices, the sixth of George the Second^ 
cap. IS, recites--" Whereas the, welfare ind pros- 
*^ perity of your Majesty *s sugar colonies in Aine^ 
** rica, are of the greatest consequence and un* 
" portance to the trade, navigation and strength of 
— this kingdom ; and, whereas the planters of the 
'^ said sugar colonies have of late years falljei) under 
'^ great discouragernentt that they are unable ta 
^' improve and carry on the sugar traclci upon an 
'* equal footing ^^ith the foreign coloniesi without 
^ some advantage OV relief to be given to tiiem by 
^ (Jreat Britain ; for remedy whereof, and ^v ihe 
** good and welfare of your Majesty *s subjects, 
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No relaxations of this system, on the part 
of Great Britain, have been carried farther than 
tlie mecessities of the West India planters abso- 
lutely required; and the removal of many of the* 
n^straints has been accompanied with burthen- 
some restrictions and limitations. The Act passecl 
during the last session of Parliament for renewing' 
the intercourse between the West India colonies 
and tlie. United States of America, subjects the 
produce of the United States to heavy duties,: 
which operate as a bounty on the san)e article, 
the produce of the British provinces in North 
America, and greatly enhance the cost of the sup*r 
plies to the Wc$t Indian planter. Altliough it 
is just that he should contribute towards that, 
protection to sister colonies, which he himself, 
receives; yet taxing him, for the benefit pf, 
the Canadians and Nova Scotians^ could be 
justified on no other principle. , * 

, The E^st Indian advocates make no djs^ 
tinction between, the fluctuations to which, all 
undertakings are liable, , from the superior- skill 
or. more advantageous circuipstances of others, 
and the destruction of colonies, in which a. vast 
capital has been expended, under the sanction 
of legislative encouragement and protection, by 
a breach of that compact^ which has be^n acted 
upon for nearly two centuries; and which Mr. 
Fox declared was " a compact more solemn titan 
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■•an Act of Parliament could create.** This 
strong expression, the author of Protection to 
'Wcfet India Sugar calls an oratorical flourish; over- 
loolthtg^^c^tat imxim it inculcates, that moral 
obligations, founded on prihcrpfer of jos^e; 
are more sacred and binding than human laW^. 
Whenever theLegislature thinks it expedient,from 
views of general policy, to establish new systems 
irhich affect the property of individuals, arid 
depriye them of their accustomed means of 
support, indemnities are granted. In tlie ca^b 
of the establishment of the Wet Docks ih 
the Port of London, compensations were made 
to the wharfingers, warehouse-keepers, lighter- 
men^ and various other classes of persons, to the 
amount of £1,200,000. How much stronger 
would be the claim of the West Indian planters, 
if they were deprived of that protection in the 
home market, on which they have so long 
depended, and for which they have paid so 
valuable a. consideration, in the restrictions to 
which they have been subjected ! Especially so, 
when it is considered that they have not the 
resource which alt other individuals possess, of 
transferring their capital and industry wherever 
they think propfer; but that long after their 
capital had been invested in the West Indian 
colonies, they were prohibited, by a new law, 
from removing their negroes out of them. 



: : ' T!\c ambof of tbfjpwwplUet, wtHW I5p»t 
dtfid Wett Ind'rti Si^far, ikM^s, tb«it ** In<lemnily 
.^*:imiy po»ibly iw $aid to 4ie due io the Wert J^ 
:^' dmriB OD the present ocM^k^ In UMt €9^; jkf 
.^^ii be diiimed; let tha nature <^ .ih^gl^oiind be 
**fttHy und&irjy inve$tigat^, «nd let it be m§% ^itk 
.** equity and even Hberality. To this they are fiff- 
** tilled, but to nothing roore^ They Sbfive D? 
'** more right to claim, tbe )ei>«tinuiBnce of n p«»^ 
"** toctifig duty on eugar, to ite men^st .w^oag 
•♦* of IiKlift : and Gre^t BritaWi, tbft9 tbey bafi 
V bti^Mre i ngtft to cWm tbe cwtinua^ce ^ c|ie 
*'«liive tr«cte, to the menifefit wr«^rtg of Afrtca,**f 
-Hie s&nw: ai^ginKimt wiight witfc equal ipwr 
prtety be tlirown in tbe teeth of the Ia9de4 
iiHormt Tbey «^ht .be told, that 4bey jgiay 
kufm it eJaim 'for ittderonity, but cam Nve m 
fight to the cont»manee of > pfo^eotiag dfity 
<m foreign oof n^ to the i>wnife^t,wni»g'b^tb of 
ftlie people of ijiteat 'B»;itain^ and of tbjow <som% 
inmffom which foneigB* -cor^ i* mp»r^^ Ip 
>otb ea«8 iCmay be urged, tlij^t ^p«ie pff>ti(^!ti«# 
49 pAne to pitoducers who are fellow ^fil^e^^b 
ialjio«riag^i«ider cominon burden* to wlneb n^ 
pmA^sms are not suly^*cted, Jt i$ faVtber to hf 
oon^id^ewd, tliat if yo» left ypw^elven idopenr 
Ssmt {Upon foj^eigners for your rneana cff ;aiibr 
^eaee, you would give them the ^^fmw 

* East and West India Sugar, p. 29. 
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of rcdiiciag. 3^ou to tli^ir o\y^ .terma," by 
cutting ofF your avipply; and, in like maoAfr, if 
yo|i left yourselves depepdci^t uppn fopigii^w 
for your carrying tr^d.e, jpu Wfnaldjo^c it all, t;he 
rnome^^^ yop went to war, and witli. it the 
fniS9rns of maintaining your naval power, Thtst 
arq paramount objects, and supei^edp all coo^^ 
deratipus either of economy or ind^^^ity. 

■ ' '* 
. The same writer quotes instances of pi jyl* 
leges^ being taken away^ without any m^^mmty 
being granted. Among otbere, .he mf »tion« tlw 
aboli^ioft of tb^ slave! trade^ and thea ;«ay*r-* 
" Anotli^t nmrfced exemplification of tbt^ priijci^te 
" here contended for is to be fouiKl intbe iMatilre 
^^or putting an end to the exciasive prlvil^^ of 
*' the Ka9t India Comptnyi aiid throwing .<^n tfie 
" twde of Hindooatan, The plea which the Com-^ 
** paay.lwd to urge. for the coutionance of tlieir 
'^ moQopoly was infinitely sti?ongei\ tbaa any 4hmg 
*f which cam now be urged in belialf of the We$b 
*.♦ Indian monopoly. They actually enjoyedi^bi* 
"the West Indians only fancy tliey enjoy. Tbrirl 
" monoi^lyuasf admitted."* But be forg5t$.td. 
3tatc that this waa a voluntary act on tlie ipart 
of Ithe East India Couipariyi wliose charter wat. 
granted for a limited time only, an<l who cobfieu ted; 
to give up part of their monopoly, to secure 
the remainder for a more extended period. 

* East and West India Sugar, p. 29. 
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He gives the following other instances :— "At 
" the urgent solicitations of the West Indiana them-' 
•* selves, the encouragement which for years bad 
■ * been given to our North American colonies, has 
*/ been suddenly withdrawn, end the market of the 
** West Indies opened to the produce of the United 
** States. In like manner, after encouraging the 
" timber trade of Canada, in opposition to the 
" timber trade of the Baltic, until it had been nou- 
" risbed up to a trade of immense extent, the policy 
** wljich loaded the Bialtic timber with a protecting 
^^ duty, has been found to be erroneous, because 
" detrimental to the interests of the community at 
"large; and notwithstanding the injury arising 
" from its abolition to the individuals who, on the 
" faith of Parliament, had embarked in the timber 
" trade of Canada, that protecting duty has been re- 
" pealed."* Both these statements are incorrect, 
in point of fact. The encouragement given to the 
British North American colonies ^vas hot sud- 
denly witMraion^ for duties were imposed upon 
the produce of the United States, that operate as 
bounties on the productions of those countries. 
And the protecting duty on Baltic timber has not 
been repeakdy but modified; being reduced from 
£3. 5s. to £Q. 5s. per load, whilst it is only 10^. 
per load on timber from the British provinces in 
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North America. Thus^ in both these cases, the 
British Legislature has adhered to the just pria- 
ciple, of givmg protection to the British colo- 
nies. 

The East India Committee say " They 
^' have discovered facts, which prove, incontro- 
« vertibly, that up to the year 1813, the duties 
^* were imposed for the sake of revenue only ; 
** and that no such prptection as the West 
*^ Indians seek, from a discriminating duty upon 
*• sugar, the produce of our East Indian posses- 
. " sions, ever has been contemplated by the 
** Legislature."* The duty on foreign sugar has 
always operated as a prohibition, and therefore 
could not have been imposed for the sake of 
revenue. The import of sugar from our Ea^t 
Indian dependepcies, till of late years, was 
never thought of. In the year 1792, when a 
temporary high pripe of sugar was occasione4 
hy the devastation of St. Domingo, and made it 
an object to procure the admission of East 
Indian sugar into home consumption, it appeared 
that sugar was not included in the tariff of comr 
modities to be admitted on payment of duty; 
and the only mode in which it could be brought 
in was, by entering it as one of the non-enume- 
rated manufactured articles, at the ad valorem 

* Report of Committee, p. 24. 
£ 
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^duty of f 37% I6s. Sd^ pej cent,^- As Musce- 
vadosu^ar then spld for io0s^ per awtj aad 
East indiaa SMgar, being clayed, is of higbier 
value, the duty upon it may be estimated at 
about 405. per cwt., whik that on West Indian 
sugar was then only l^s. ..M 300a, therefore, 
as tlie high price of sugar subsided, which was 
very shortly the case, the entry of East Indiaji 
sugar, for home consumpjtion^ was discontinued. 
'Betweeu the years 1792 aud 1806, the duty oji 
British plantation sugar was injpreased from J 4^. 
to Q7s. fCT cwt., while no corresponding ad(|i- 
tion was made to the ad valorem duty on Ea&t 
Indian sugqr. But neither this, circumstance,* 
nojr'the ^Iteration of the duty' on East Indian 
. sugar, from ah ad vahrem to a rated dut3% which 
tboik place in the year 1809, and brought the 
two duties within abgut S^. of each other, ever 
excited the alarm of the West India body, 
Ijecause the East India Directors discouraged 
the importation of sugar to Great Britain, as 
will appear by the following extract from the 
"Third Report of the Special Committee : ' " It iii 
** found by experience, thc^t private traders cannot 
" fill their ships without a large quantity of sugar 
♦* for dead weight; whilst it is also ascertained, 
** from experiencje, that if sugar is charged with the 



* Pftpers, isc. Appendix I. p. 56. 
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.ivb0ieso£ the freight for thft vaygc , it ff»)9entty 
kiivos.#f lm%; which k>8s will probably be iti- 
cre«3ed, when the rate of freif^t and charges 
irMa the West Imties are re<iuced to their former 
level* io^a^adequence of peace. It. may there- 
&H^ become a queelion for coiusideration here- 
after, haw &r the importation of aogar from the 
Easti.w^icb leaves a loes to the importer, add 
the firtt.cpst of which is paid for b jr the piiblic 
i^ silver from hence, shall be encouraged, to the 
prejudice of. tlie West India sugar, the cost of 
wbidi is either spent by the propaidor in the 
9K>ther: country, .or paid for by the manufactures 
and stores exported from home; for silver is 
often received from the islands, but seldc»n setit 
thtfhe;r. Tl>e balance of trade is, as it always 
.wu^t be in future, in favour of India ; it is there- 
fore highly important to probe the question,, 
which relates to the culiivatiou and importation 
of such an article as sugar from the East, to the 
bottom. The value of every rupee invested m 
su^r, and imported from the East, is an addi- 
tional rupee to the balance of trade against the 
mother country. Some able and well-intentioned 
persons have made it a question, whethrn^ sugar 
may not be supplied from India .to an iairoost 
indefinite amount; but they are not aware that 
the success, or, in other words, the benefit of 
India,ln this instance, would prove the destruc- 
tion of the mother country, which cannot exist 
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^^ under the imilieDse drain of bullion that mtidt 
^ foHow. If the East was in the same predieament 
^•* with the West Indies, when the cost of the sugar 
^* was either spetit in Great Britain and Ireland, or 
^* paid for in manuiactures and stores, it would be 
** consistent with the soundest principles of political 
^* arithmetic, to encourage the importation by 
*• every possible means. These observations are 
** offered, because private traders can load very 
" few ships without sugar, so that any material ih- 
" crease of the importation of the produce of India 
" by them, must be in sugar. It is therefore neces- 
^* sary to ascertain, whether the general interests of 
•* the imperial empire^ and the interests of a very 
* numerous description of persons, West India 
** planters and merchants, ship-owners, British 
^* manufacturers, &c. &c. &c. will not suffer to a 
. ** greater degree than the East India Company, 
** without producing any additional benefit coni- 
** mensurate to the evil either to the empire of 
*' India or to the mother country, if the request Of 
** the Indiati agents shall be complied with/** 

The author of the pamphlet* entitled East 
and West India Sugar, states, that " In the 
"year 1787, the duties oh sugar stood thus : there 
" was chai^eable on West Indian brown 12^.4^. 



• Third Report of Special Committee, p. 40—42. 



'^per ciri^ cb.West ladian whiter ^9s. percwt^ 
^^oa East ladian ^ttgar, of whatev^ <}utdi^» 
*^ £37. 16$. 3d. per cent advaUn^em^ bdng the 
^' duty to which all uoenamerated articles imported 
'^ from India, (sugar being one of these^ wap iiidl>ie« 
^^ But even then,. supposing the average price of 
*^ sugar to have been 40^. per cwt, this would hive 
^^afforded little protection to West Indian sugars. 
^^It would have hem a dul^ of only \5s, lid 
^.per cwt on East Indian sugars of all qualities.."^ 
The reader of this paragraph would natu-^ 
rally take it for granted, that the supposition of 
the writer agreed with the facts of tl>e case, 
that the average price at which East India 
sugar sold .was 4Qj. per cwt, and that conse* 
quently, it paid no more than a duty of 
15*. Urf. On the contrary, the East India 
Directors state, that the duty paid on the sugar 
they imported in the Princess Amelia in 1792,. 
TThen theit first importations took place, was- 
4tU, \\d. per cwt; and therefore the price 
must have considerably exceeded , lOO^.t Oi^ 
this, as on other occasions, this writer is about 
assorupnlous in misleading the public, as in 
vilifying the West India planters. 

When the trade to India was about to be 

* East and West India Sugar, p. 11. 
t East India Papers, A^P^iidix J. p. 56. 
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0jitiie4«ul iSottiU then, tUc West'Iodls body, ' 
appYdiesdiiig tbslt the private traderi, wodd^« ' 
pndicted by the DireGtora^ impcrt a large quaii- 
tity of sugar from. lodk^ in opposkibn 'to the p6- * 
licy acted up«m up ta that period, applied to his 
Majesty's Miiik4£is for faidier pratec^on^by an 
additioilal duty on East lodian sugar: and after se- 
veral ccmfehenices^ui tbe^year 18 13^ it was agreed, 
aud au Act of Bafliaoient was passed accondaagiy, 
th^t the.dufky on East ludiaii sugar should be )(Xt/' 
motto than that :im West Indian sugar/ to be re 
doced 1&. fear cTery shilling that thfe Gazette 
average price oi the West Indian should exceed ^ 
69s. i* th^ adsutting the principle of cotonial' 
protection, without losing sight of the interests 
.pf the British consumer. 

. ' Great complaint is made by all the wiiters 
on the East India side of the qulesticm, of ait 
Act passed in the year 182 li The statement 
of th^ eommktee is selected as the most eoa- 
cise ; they say, ** An attempt was made by the 
" West India planters and merchants, to lay a 
" further doty of 9.s.,6d. on all soft sugar firooi 
*' our territories; of' 5*. upon all such' scgar" as 
" was equal to clayed ; and a prohibitory duty upon 
^' all sugar, not the produco of the &ilisfa territories. 
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"I'&at tfcfey succeedeeT so far, As'*td get an 'Act 
**'pksserf, laying a further duty of 3i. upon cfoy^di 
**litid the prohibitory duty upon fbfefgn East India 
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^ 



That bflt ptopoSerf fio inci-dase of flie diify ' 
on East* Indian sugai*, but rterely coiifaTriecf ^ 
enSretmetitS, iti tended to gUafd' against two' 
abtrseS, wfiich' Were of' a ffaturi^higfity injurious ' 
ta the revetiiie, as . well as fo th6 West Indian - 
planters, and to the British sugar refiners. 
The first of these, was the importation' of • 
sugars?, the produce -of China, 6oehin-CWha, ' 
ManiHa, Siam, Java, and other foreign countries, 
for the consumption of Great Britain, as if 
thfey were the growth of the British president- 
ciesinJndta. This was a- manifest imposkioir oh 
the revenue; as thesesufgars- were thuB. admitted ~ 
into cbnsiimptioni at little. more tftatf half the ' 
duty , imfpos«d by law on foiieigii sugars j and^ti • 
wai» also an ilnjury ta the' West Ifidiab pi^HtpfB^ : 
whom it depraved of thaJt pr^tectiiQtf; which-: 
Pariiffme»t had' givsen* tfe^Sn*^ against ttiein^ef^:; 
ference df foreign sugars in«€i)«home msivkeii. 
The D4her ab«i«e, was^the ddni|isuon« ofc&tyed . 
sugaor fiom iiidiaP' lAtb home . cMsumption,. ; 
wrthqut the payment of any »Mitionark.dut{yr«. 



*'1Kp0r4)^^G«mttitM^ p. 13^ 
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Clayed sugar, if imported from the West Iadie%ts 
mibject to ah additional duty q{5s. per cwt. ; and 
refined sugar to a duty of £8. &s. per cwt. The 
latter is intended to operate, and does operate, 
as a total prohibition; being imposed upon the 
principle adopted by Great Britain, of obliging 
her colonies to ship all their produce to her mar- 
ket in a raw state, as well as take from her 
all the manufactures necessary for their mor 
SiliTiptJont For ?oro9 time past, sugars have 
been imported from India, as whhe as refined 
sugar, at the duty on common Muscovadoes; andf 
the operation of this new Act goes no fartbefj, 
than to subject such sugars to the additional ^. 
imposed upon clayed sugars from the West Indiesi. 
" if clayed, or otherwise refined or prepared, so- 
** as to be equal to the quality of clayed sugar^' 
It may be proper to observe, in explaaatioa o£ 
this subject, that clayed sugar, or sugar from 
which the^molasses are extracted, ought to pay 
an additional duty, because, if worked by our 
refiners, it gives a larger portion ^refined sugar 
than can be obtained from Muscovado sugai:, in 
which the molasses are left, and, consequently,, 
a greater sum is paid in bounty on the export 
of the refined produce than is received in duty 
on the raw commodity. The policy of impos* 
ing an additional duty on clayed sugar is jus- 
tified on another ground; for by extracting 
tihe molasses, the bulk of the commodity is di 
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niinished, and less freight givea to Briti&h ship- 
ping. The great object of Great Britain, 
in all her colonial regulations, ha^ ever been p> 
increase her carrying trade, as the^ibundation of 
her naval power; and Parliament would have 
disregarded all considerations, both of revenue 
and of naval power, had not the pfijment of au 
additional duty on clayed sugar from India beea 
enforced 

Great opposition is still made to the payment 
of this additional duty, and the importers of sugsur 
from India contend, that it is neither clayed nor 
otherwise refined or prepared so a^ to be equal in 
quality to clayed sugar* The futility of this objeo- 
tion is established, in the first place, by the evidence 
of the Coistom-house officers, who examine its 
quality, and assess the duty accordingly ; and in 
the next place, by the following extract from the 
Papers inspecting the Culture and Manufacture of 
Sugar hi India, which proves that it goes through 
a process similar to that of claying, so clearly as to 
render any comment upon it unnecessary. 

*^ The goor goes to the myrah (boiler) and he 
^* purifies it by different processes, according to the 
** kind of su^r he wants to produce. The general 
** process is by boiling the goor* In some places, 
** the molasses are first drawn off from the grain. 
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^* and^ gMT 19 tli«n^&(rited/ mixed with wdtcr, or ' 
^^ mft Md wttli^, affd purified ; m oihers^, the jgoor 
^^ is only b<^ed and purified. Milk; Hine, aod ley;* 
^^ ftom piantain asbes, are used 1^ clftcise and^ 
^^ granulate tHe sugar. Wten boiled wifficientlyr 
" it is pat iht^ earthen pota, ami tiro partteular** 
" sorts ofaquBtic weeds arenifd to. drain t)ff the-* 
" syropi asxrlay is by tbr iJBwope refiners. In ' 
'' Rungpore and XHiwyporei clay as well as vre^ ' 
*' is used to dr9sm40^^ syrup. The sugar thus 
^^ prepared is c^^dted cheedee^ and in Ihis state is 
*^ the jffi^ater pait of what i^ sent to Europe and ' 

** Aaierica.*^ 

i. . ' . . . * 

Tb€ following assertion is made by the ad- 
vdfcates for the 'East Indians: ** Though your ' 
** Committee have deemed it necessary thus far • 
" to discuss the claims of the West Ibdianis, 
" founded upon the restrictions* imder which 
" they labour ; it cannot be necessary to add 
*' more, as Government have brought a bill into 
" Parliament bv which these restrictions will be * 
** removed; and thus the whole ground upon which ^ 
" the West Indians have contended for any pro- 
" tecting duty upon East Ridia sugar will be done 



* Papers, &c. Appendix I.p. 100. 
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'Wwayl''* Iffdr#r %a»- greater ■ taiSWbpreseitlJA^ ^ 
tfofi than is coirtaiiiect 4n tbk statemert, iThe' 
Wll in question, wa» net,soltekeA'by'!}!eWe««' 
IndH^pI1ante^^. Ob thecofitraiy, il?w»as«depfecai€*^ 
by theift^ if lol be c<ft*itf dred as a gmaild lbr« atfu > 
mitt?BgiEasl Itidito sugars jinto hcM^ eotmnnp* - 
tiott on more'fafVmirafMe teFi»«^ Th» biH vwisi 
bpougfet in by hb M^stjr^s Miiiisters, in owi«r 
t6 qui^t the apprehensions of the BritUk ^^ij^ ^ 
owners, who feared that unless they mbm fet^- 
mitted to bring West India prodi^&e to the con- 
tinent of Europe direct, withwrt first? fesdiiig it 
in* Great Britain^ tln^ mi^t, when tbfe vessete'^ 
of tleUMfatflStates of America were again ad-' 
SMtiied mto Qiir West Itktta eolonie^ be sup-' ' 
planted by them in that branch <5f tii^ carryiing * 
trade. By thisbiFI, therefore, Wesft Indilin pro^- > 
dUce was put upon the same footing, in that ^ 
reapoct, TO East Indran produce had befbi-e been, \ 
in order to enable tlie British ship-owner to com* 
pete with the foreign ship-owner. ' • 

A reference to our exports will show, that ' 
out of neafly 300,000 hogsheads of sugar an- 
niiany imported from our West Indian ciolonies, * 
not 1000 are exported to the continent of Eu- 



* Report of Cdomiiteei p. 36, 37, 
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rope ia a raw state. The consumption g£ the 
continent, is not of Muscovado, but of clayed 
and refined sugar; and, therefore, the permission 
to ^hip sugar there direct, is Dot likely to be of 
any advantage to the West Indian planter. An 
Act giving a similar permission to any part of 
Europe south of Cape Finisterre, was passed many 
years ago; but not a single cargo of sugar has 
ever been shipped under it, from that period to 
the present moment. 

Had the fact, however, been otherwise, how 
would this bill have done away the whole ground^ 
upon which the West Indians pretend to any pro- 
tective duty ? Are they allowed by this bill, to 
manufacture, not only for themselves, but to 
come into competition with the manufactures 
of the mother country in every part of the 
globe? Are they permitted to import their sup* 
plies in ships under every flag; and to export in 
like manner, without any restrictions and limi- 
tations? No; on the contrary, with the ex- 
ception of a few articles of the first necessity, 
from the United States of America, they are 
obliged to receive all their supplies from the 
mother country alone, in her ships and in articles 
of her growth, produce, and manufacture, and, in 
return, toship all theirproduce toEuropeinBritish 
vessels : and thus their industry is made subser- 
vient to the great objects of the mother country» 
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ber manulactuiing inteiMlp* and m«rttitne power; 
but the £art. Indians are exempted from all tbede 
obligations. So long as the immense difference 
between the footing on which the East and West 
Indians are placed exists^ so long will the juit 
claim of the latter to a protecting duty con- 
tinue. Let the East Indians be placed on the 
same footings and the West Indians willreqtiire 
none : but till then their answer to these preten* 
siotis is, that they who do not submit to colonial 
restrictions^ have no right to claim colonial pri- 
vileges. 

An argument introduced by the writers of 
the pamphlets on Protection to West India 
Sugar, and of East and West India Sugar/ is 
founded upon the admission of the sugars of the 
conquered West Indian colonies into home con« 
sumption, at the same duty as those of the old 
British colonies. The former says, ** If the olti 
'' British West India islands had aright to the ex<^ 
^* elusion of East India sugar from the home market, 
*' much more had they a right to insist on the exclu- 
^^ sion of sugar from the conquered colonies. But 
.** what is the fact? The sugars of Dutch West 
^ India conquered colonies are admitted, upon the 
^' same duties as tiiose from the old West India 
*' islands.*** The latter says, •* No sooner was 

* On ProtectioQ to West India Sugar, p. 19. 
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'' Dtelcfa (a^l»M»>nBi^^iMll■^ili 
''m ne^mxid the iiltiNl «f Triniddl, in 17«7, iluin 
^' the ailtf*ket<if Gifeat l}fitmn.wa9<thte«m "open to 
'^tlieir produce bn thei KOie terms on labicfalbe 
^^ pMaCG nf ^«yr; onn jcoloioes was adnitud* No 
'^ c^positioiiiirimtever appears to bav6 been made 
^* *tQrtbh measmAf on the pari of the We$t Ipdiitns. 
•* Wi^ was the right for wbicb they now contend 
^ wamd o» t^ occasion ? |Were the West Indians 
^^ biiod to the consequences of 'graving it ? It is 
*^ impossible Id suppose it. Or was i% because tiie 
" conquered islands, h^ing cultivated by .slaves,, a 
** fellow-feeling and sympathy existed between the 
^^ parties, wbtcb led our old colonist to (forego their 
'* just claims to moiropoly in. favour of their «eiv 
*^ a/ssociates, tliough they are to be' made gocd 
^^ against the Hree .labourers of Biitish India?* On 
^' what ground was it that they admitted the su^s 
" of Demeraraiand lierhice, of Trididad and St. 
^' Croix, to the heme market, but that they should 
*- now exclude :frxam it the sugars jpf HiiKlostan? 
^^ Is this not a partiality of the most moastcous and 
*' unjustifiable description?"'^ 

Much of this tirade might have been spared. 
The fellow ieelitig and sympathy in favour of 
slavery, so charitably imputed to the Wat In- 

♦ East and West India Sugar, p. 14, 15* 
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rOmihj^^iOrktytr tkey used their ^est <e»4aavptti;s 
;tQ^j^veo)tthe>Ge6£aaa of Pemeraryapdfierbicf, 
.iMit; their uitcres to. yielded to th^ views of g^- 
fiieralpolicy V eolertaiped by Us JVf aje&ty/^ Miai^;- 
fters. I All coaquered coloiues in the West Ii^di^ 
rare immediately subjected to the. «&ame resjlpri^- 
tions as the old West Indian colonies, and. tliq-^- 
fore have a just claim to the same privileges ; 
jut our 'Etifit Indian settlen^^ts are not sub- 
^jctod to the <saf»€ re^trictioBS, , 4nd tfaer^- 
fqre have 90 such claim. Both tl^ese writecs 
I'^r to a speech naade in the Moa$e of Cooi- 
jmons ia ispp^ <ua this pi?o^fiety o£, admitting the 
.$pga^s of Martinique into hom& consao^ption, 
^fu^U^h bad for^a time,. been excluded* The 
^^ter writer stiles it tlae most ablo argument he 
.has ^ten iu £ivoiMr o^ the fr<ee Admis&ipa. Qf East 
Indjaa sqgar to tb? home market ; asd add^, that 
4f the reader ingcmg over it will only take. the 
jtroiftile of 'Substitutii:^ 3titish l9dta for the 
conquered colonies of France, he will find the 
^speaker's arguments wonderfully strengthened 
by the substitution.* Neither of these writers 
notice the important distinction just.made be- 
tweeri tlicWest Indian conquered colonies and the 
£ast Indian settlem^ts« L^t thi^ latter submit 



* Eastaad West India St^;«r^ fb 19 
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to all the restrictions imposed upon the former, 
aitd the author of that speech will be bound, on 
principle, to support the admission of their sugars 
into the home consumption of Great Britain on 
equal duties; but till then, he is consistent in 
maintaining, that they only who are subjected to 
colonial restrictions are entitled to colonial 
privileges. 

The writers of two of the Pamphlets already 
referred to, greatly undervalue the restrictions 
imposed on the British West Indian planter by 
the Navigation Laws. One of them says, ^* But 
** the population of the West Indies must be sup- 
*^ plied with British manufactures only, and where 
** again is the practical grievance here? Wliat 
** manufactures are cheaper than the British ? Do 
** not the British manufecturers undersell all the 
^ others in the East and the West? and are they 
^* not excluded from the continent, because they 
*• undersell the foreign manufacturer at his own 
" door ?"* The other speaks still more positively. 
'^'British freights and British manufactures being 
^^cbeapcr than* the freights or manufactures of 
** any other country, it is no real hardship on the 
*^ West Indian to be confined to them, nor is it of 
** the slightest benefit to the E^st Indians to be 



* On Prolection t6 West India Sugar, p. 23. 
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1. 

*^ relieved from the restriction/'* Irhat soroe 
British manufactures are cbeaper than fbreiga is 
true, but with respect to others the case is 
the revetse; and if some British articles are ex- 
cluded from the continent because tlie foreign 
niapufactuier would, otherwise be uhdersoUl "it 
at his own door, so are many foreign articles ex- 
cluded from Great Britain, because the Brj^idi 
man|ifacturer would otherwise be undersold in 
like manlier. All the following articles can be 
imp(^rted from foreign countries at much lower 
price? than from Gieat Biit^iu : iron, coarse glass,, 
cprdage, sail-plotli, Ospqburgs, cottonandcoiFfe 
bagging, cheqks, linens of every .description,., 
silks, of all ,sQrts, paper-hangings, cheese, 
wineSi brandy, geneva, and soap. This eou- _ 
. mer^tiop, which might be greatly length-- 
ep^d, is sufficient to prove, that the restric- 
tion is a real hardship on. the West Indians,, 
and that the being relieved from it is an im- 
portant benefit to the East Indians. 1 With re- 
spect to British freights being cheaper than ihe 
I freights of any other country, admitting that to be - 
. .tisi case in; thne of pfeace, for the sake of the argUir . 
.jnettt, wilL'it!be conteffded, that if Great Britia:m 
r Aisere to liberate. her. West Indian colonies frdm 
« their present restiictions, . neutrals yy&txM not oa^Vy 
r.fbeirr produce to Europe jn time of war at less 



• Ba$t and West India l^wgar, p. la^ 
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tten haif the thmgb iidtfl ofiiiBiglit 4n^ii^^ 

fittt, si^t tlie^iMiterof ]&M^if&d WfftrlHitia 
Sugar, '' If icimii bd 6iioMrii^&at4ibt; Wesi^ taS^ 
.^ irre still' sabjeeted to rMriGlioni: whtoh'se^ 

*^\ proper cowse^tals lihavii^alyMdjyB^oAMtfv^i isi to 

^ wouM'be*4^>m^t» pMfiirrtbe sAigkCMt ob- 

*^* jadSon/^* ItbarbMti^dreadydbfi«rvedyflta€if 
tbe£a$t ludimicr^fiU^nbitiie t^coboia) regtm:- 
4iemf ^€Sf ^^^ ^ ra<4^Ied* to- claim ^kinkl 

. Iifivileges^ botit i» aaki^ tao> mych f^-^fifipii^ 
iibdA ftbe who)^'Col<i»|Bil syslem^of GresM^ BHtehi, 
ii^hiob id the gre&fc fomodiithm^ im iriii4litte 
|Km^, sbeiiid be^JbaiiiiMttd, iwoiyler. tH'ftcwm- 

jm6d«te tbe yx^vn of thtf £mrt; ftidiatf tradi^i^ 

jrdatite to ^e dut^r ofir sugstr.. 

K is Btote^ bt' tto ssme ambOf^ma^^lttHKidilp 
.tm d»i£a^ ladiai^^ ^t '' vMh ott«r eomGMrtvwkh 
'' British }nd»e is^ nemesswriiy narrewekl! bf ttee 
'' restricllotia onr the inapor^ (^ heriiarpmdKMe, 
"*if« refes* tomdaiK si Idi^pmpwrtieii.otf h€r«a- 
^duiMdtufed^^oiaA to tomuihptiDtt^ «H «r4lfis 
^^ ^uotry;. wd ther itrit ^ealf en pdjwg • a Atty, 
^*'wbidi is^ iilfitet».pffiiiiHiilX»ry^^^ 
II ' - ■ - ■' -^...^ — >i^j — x..,..,.^.,^...........^^^^. — ^ 

* East aiidr Wesc^ipiiiirShigiftr^^ p. 10. 



f^.^eBm9$SUmk^M67iltk: per oMtt^^^lN^- 

:SiibmitMtsiiiptoibeft^ genend sy$t«iii><}fi polksfid^ 
ib\. $»imgtr' ommifiMitMts^ but' idu tfaj». iy^m e^ 

'HCfSsrrladiaM am^dlofi^d tD^mailuiKsknie tiodliog; 
^tmk&mtk tor n^fiii0; tfapieoHEQ ^gar^ Uutat ^du^ 
i«&iipb opetirin: abi #;pfi8hiUlibn. 'Sbeyi^m! «at» 

fomi^^^kmrnd^t^ im^mt tboA» oi 4»vei7; aaluMi ^ 
£iro(^l adob ex^rt^ fheit o«vn doi mlunth. If tlimr 
caiiiis' ®!& Qoni^laiQl iia juat^ kft ibm; aeip& the^ |*i«r 
per remedy, vA:j» iSBwre fmuirrisktft^^ 
duties on their manufactures and those of Great 
Britiain respectively: but noAing can tie -more 
repugnant Id justice^ than to sufffer thik grifevance to 
continue, cind* seek ian: indfeinnity fbr if, at the ex- 
pend of ttoeir more than tiiltow suflterers, tfieWest 
Bndlan? planters, 

The^saniietMtt^obi^miei^ J^^?^ 

**^ tops . ©r BaTCist^ J ra ordeir to bripg hotfiis ttie 
♦ East and Whqliilii>i|niij fi^9u^ 
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'' KgHter goods/'^ '' If it tik mid, that lie East 
'' Inflian merchant may baUasthia ships vridi 8iigar» 
'' and afterwards send that sugar to the Continent; 
^' it is manifest he would do this also at a great 
'* disadvantage."t 1*^^ ships out of three tbfft 
sail from London to the West IiMfieSf are under jthe 
necessity of taking in ballast, for want oi sufficient 
freight for the outward voyage. If the ships in 
the East Indian trade do the same on the voyage 
"home, the hardship is no greater in the one cuse 
than in the other. The same observation applies 
to the reshippihg of sugars from Great Britain to 
the Continent. In the same proportion that East 
Indiati sugar is brought into home coBSumption, 
must West Indian sugar be turned out, and 
sulgected to those double charges from W'hich the 
East Indian sugar would berdieved. 

Another complaint against the West Indians 
is, ** that they claim the exclusive supply of the 
.*^ British market, and are not even content with 
" a fair market price ; but the people of England 
*' are compelled to submit to a tax to keep it up, 
^' a clear, undispute4 and acknowledged tax, to 
>' force up the price of an article to Gid^ which, 
*^ without any diminution of the revenue, the 
« people could get for SjJ. or Sd.'^X TJie high 
duty on sugar, which enhances the price to the 
consumer, is certainly no advantage to the West 

* East and Weat India Sugar, p. 98. f Ibid. 

tReportof GomiaiU^ p.$9.' 



i^d^npU»J^ti bttii on the CQntraij^is an injury 
^ hm >ft^; f^m ikfl9*3L.dinimi8h the cqnaump- 
JlKm^ofthf e€t«ai»«dyirty. It tiioiild be recoUepted, 
hmVfiy^n, tbfitr.s^cfrtfanrev^iiue must be raised^ 
iP^paythe ifli^ffijit.qf.tbekpuWic dpbt sind the 
i??ipeiife, 9f;ft»r»a)*jnal f?$4;%bH^^?»ts; and that 
4i:t^^:d^t^,c^ .sugjEur hp t^Hep off, some other 
4hM^ ,m^t ^e\i)BpO)sed; $o that the idea of 
^y.b^efijt,J»a be , derived to the consumer 
ikoQi th9 9ilf^e; IB, altogether fallacious. How 
the. peopl^3fe,,|o get &ugar at^irf.jper lb. with- 
out any .d^nwwu^o^ of the revenue, when the 
duty is 2Ji/, per lb;, the JLiverpool Committee 
haTenpt^fte^fipled toe;&plaiq; and this assertion, 
Anio9g m^ny others^ shows their report to have 
been written with more haste than accuracy. 

As to the West Indian planter not being 
content with a fair market price, the following 
statement will show that charge against him to 
be wholly unfounded. The average price of 
;sugar per cwt. for the last year was 54^.. 1 1</.,* 
which i;^ thus divided: 

s, d. 
Duty ... - ; . • - 37 O 
Freight and charges of sale - - 8 6 
Stbk-es and Island expenses, exclusive > ^r. ^ 

of therum • - • - ^ 
Plamer - -. ^--35 

54 11 

* See Note, p. 10. — Gazette average, exQlosive of duty, 
m 1 Ic?., and duty, 27s. . . . ^ . . 



The jitsarfiei^s ilM#d of 6m iMlMtottf Itogi* 
ly^ds dp ^og^n df T2'««#t; Mch) aMoOMtsf* 

tity, "mix %^e '^^^6yed l^^lto^Ml Af VAWH 
aBSFO;OM) to £S5ieKS0; sonht/t^itit ^t»tl|e«t 

bly ^t Jamaica, ih^t the p4«ttiter 4todb li^t inike 
iilof^ than bnb fet t^edt. of tiis eii!pkial;is WSf 
cM^tititi ; ^HdiF, «s fe Wo ^ifebtty-tiie cOI^; 
he is actitrg iti-a grcdterorlate^tegi^e witoliw*. 
it>wedtapttil, for wli&h*he;p3iy8^wi^itlt«?ttstHrtr 
iSre or '^ix percent, it is ^detftAiritfa^ivliflt 
rapid dtritles hlsTrtifr is tdpproaching/ 'Vet, 
under these circumAiaflne^, -be, Is 'reproached 
with not ^being coistciit with 'a f&ir io^kc^ 
price. . 

Tills charge comes faflier unexpectedly 
ftom the Liverpool 'Committee;. for only two 
years -ago, a petition from the Xivcrpoo! iner^ 
cliants and agents interestie'd Iri the trade to the 
East ^Indies, was presented to fhe House of 
Commons, in which it is asserted,' — " That the 
'' prdhibitionof East India sugar for home ctmsump- 
" tion would not avail the West Tndia planter.; for 
'' as "this^ supply exceeds the homeicoAsumption, 
" and h6 is'obliged to export a' large quantity 6f his 
^^ sufar^^he must be met by East India sugar on 
** the contineiU, tmd "the ^liuuie piice^of *itnnu5t "be 
•'•regdiittea by 'the general market df Europe.* 



li«tidi0vKpt^.^f icb^ Qnly.^n^p^j}: and whU^ 
it. aivHi^.jth^ itiie iutly lufaw of io\M^ring.tb^- 
pitcii of >9«|g«iis thy lowmag :the/4iity> it :aJsQ^ 

ftwii^he;ab»r|je irf^ iieing :aQttjQiit with ^. 
fi|irimadc«t ;psii:c^Mbm9aiM :tt;>picw«s, tlmt hje- 
ia. dafigodito^ aiQce{>tttbe $jin(fit|^cb(^ ^Ui 13 pa^ 

It j^fly be#9fe?d,. if ^tim Im «p, why do. the. 
West Indians oppose the admission of East 
|lidi|ftQf^ijg$.r ii)t])ib<9t)ie jei)A$un^tiofi cm the tsame 
4»tif AS ihm *fmm Imlcsed the question is 
a$He4.by lhe,aiithw*«f . ^e p»n\pW0^^^ 
^m .to W^t ^Iiwttft Sujaf, m the Ml&wlhg 
"mxfi^: *V>Wi^ftba^reft?ilftfiA€t;Ewt ludiwffcor 
^'MdJshigf^ok^ lypwr fiHttplus kvek 

'^pdfw.At tmae ^wtb. it^^e i»f]i ibe .contioent;; 
^* iiiesciore, if .jnuniKraBiler ii^by ite £(ast l£KliaiP' 
V.{ttoe8;^(iot ^. ib»ad ii«Uh jliis Hii^ar^ be ^ttmf^ 
" wonder wjiy you do.wi^.jilbir bkn^ to ibriag^iiis 
" sugar into the home market ? For by your own 
'^afaowibig^ Mb«D& is^ .ivhilst ^any dWfplus exists;, 
^ jsiat jnecprba; imA fi^otbcrr ctb^ edCMS^ bptm^ 
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llb« contifiua»K>e of. the protecthig d«lf, be-^' 
-cauae- they pay a valuable coasideraticm for iIf,' 
vin the restrictions to which they are subjected.: 
They furriier consider, that although the: 
preference they have in the home market is- 
-of little benefit to them while tlie growth of 
their si^ar so much exceeds the home cotMED»|>-^ 
tion of the mother country, as to render them 
dependent on the European market; yet it may 
be valuable her^ifter, when their cultivation is 
reduced, as must soon be the case if the present: 
Jow price of sugar continues, for the planter 
«)U8t then raise more provisions and less sugar. 

In the next place, the admission of East 
Indian sugar into home consumption on more 
favourable terms, would certainly lead to an in- 
creased cultivation off the commodity, from the- 
high expectations that would be formed of the 
advantage likely to result from this concession;' 
and an increased importation into Europe, in 
whatever market it might be sold, Mrould still 
further depress the price, and accelerate the 
win of the British planlen 

The consumers themselves would ulti- 
mately suffer from that extreme reduction 
in the value of sugar, to which the East 
Indians look forward. If the price of that 
commodity were so low as to ruin the plant- 
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ere^ ^tb^-^dUltivatito^ of^ it wmU' b^^ dili^ 
continued, and the glut '\m4(Ak>'Wwd by a Mit* ' 
city; so that the consumers would ultimately 
pay at an exttkvagant rate for the low price at 
\^hich ihcy had purchased* it during a' sh6rt' 
time; and would experience the truth of the 
commercial maxims, that one extreme leadk to^ 
another, and that low prices lead to high prices. 

It has been said, that because the foreign 
planters can grow sugar cheaper than the West' 
Indian planters, they can sell it cheaper ;' but the ' 
truth is, that the price of a conimodity depends ' 
not so much upon its cost* to the cultivator, as 
on the proportion that the supply beats to the 
demand. .'It does not therefore follow, that be- 
cause the foreign growers of sugarcould afford to 
sell cheaper than theBrrtish West liidiafa growers, 
they would do so. On the contrary, the feet is, ' 
that both sell at the same price, as is admitted 
by all parties ; and the consequence of the dis- 
advantages under . which ithe British planters la- 
bour, is, tiiat they are reduced; to very great dis- 
tress by die coihpetitionf. \For the iIlu»tiration &£• 
this proposition, an appeal' may be xnade to the 
Gentlemen of .the landed interest. They find, 
to their cost, that the price of corn is not regu- 
lated by the cost of its production, but by the 
proportion that the supply bears to the demand ; 
and they, as w^ell as the West Indian planters, 
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a«ta&tiilfe; titter: |th6tcAMtJ9fl^ 

..Uie author of thi; Paoyjifalet <jw JBiotectioji . 
to :M^8t ladiA Sfigsr, 'e2i|p]»ue3 gi»cit ^aygpr^hcn* 
sums pf ,the caosequexices that mil eniue, fcom 
the giowth of Wieat Indiai^ si^gar bpqg^ reduced 
to the Jewel of ,the home cpasuiqptiQQ. ^VAt 
poreseDty" he says, '' the West lodiaos export one- 
^Sfifihr^tD .one-third .of th^ inf^ortatioo ; «afidrit is 
^Sthis •■ surplus ^above .the waoUi of .the iuaioe^ .cqd^ 
<'jHiiiieGf,.thatj{ms9rve8.the Xoml^pm&ji^i ih^ mr 
^^Jifd^MthibAUQa.thQi^^ &ratis(tbe.pncp 
''.of «the 4tt^plus r^hat governs that of the ,nhole« 
'^. Qiiqe* bi:^,tha%$4gply. dowAito ,tt£i cpjosumptioi^ 
*\ aiid .eoiclttde other igcowths, 'Sqgar > i»ay be Ivgj^ 
'^fh^c and Jow. .abixwd, ^aad the ?West .Indian 
'^ Alaiitecs Attu/g t he n ohtaiQ then* iuflb *E6ixuuieva- 
'' Jiw jpiicG^; but ^vfiil .not this he tP.theMcri&ce 
^Sc£ tfaer€OWqiiier.Md refioeri'^ 

jAJtenollitlnt^as :bmniaud:afanit Jiic Ikigh 
]H3cextf.isugsr, b*ne »is ia«dinct:adnMdi>a» Idiot 
tbe pcmmiJBtntt Britaioiia otua ilsxebm th . that 
onitbo cotttinonit ; and ithatit imustisa eoMhwe 
wiaok a ^aurplua TesMuns ^fiMr.aexpdrtBtioQ. /Hoir 



* On^Ik0lcQtiM4o^«««f ladia Smtr,.p4d4y.^ 



^m-^cmaU 4keiMiM% owvAwtai tlte *b«Mi6Mk 

rmmeaaitzwp: if or iaa^cim^ SJ^eifivtigfDipvi^iaittrt 

bc^liCKebip; mui ieontume soctD-*^^ (till ilieite*-* 

Jkit^»5?iflid, ibriiig>&e.'stipptydo ;to liiec^a- 
suinfttie^i fmd^exttladeiothei^grDwtfavs^^iK^ 

ndnr^tmids^ rl^sr^ffmytsbed- agtomt ftht» leoatiA* 
gency; for the 59th of Gecnge ttfte IHiii3dv ex- 
acts, that whenever the average price of West 
IbnMan ai^gsr sindl iS8aJ^G&fi.;*tiBe pnilffibtti^ duty 
an&it/Indiaii «^»iihalUK»diiiiifti3Kdy:ax99OT 
313^ .tniutqgidarsssale^ laislbe^siitir^iiAflidritim. 
ifWftik Bridiati>8t^r jmoft^toi^ir.rpanr xs^ ,^t 
^httt ^&e iWidkt indiaa pknikers, ?di0iefois^ ioaa 
poafiEly 'idbtaia iby ttedudteg itteh- intpliis, sst 
nthio^Taiiusemiiiig'pmerfor rt^enasugatJas'mill 
mSMve itiMft 'lromit;A» ^ jerafs afistross iixBtkr 

^a &attfMiiU wprri&se*.^^: ikmmmmamt msd^ 



One of these writers, after admitting that 
while the surplus of West Indian su^r exists^ 
there is but one price throughout Ew^i^^tiU 



ifM^tts/^^^'tliaitirtWMt ltiiiie9Ji0lobger>y}ddt 
'/'to 'the tho{b<rcbuQ«ry*i!iitap'4ug» :finr'b#i^ 
<^ tfom«nip<»iii(7't anfl teeVMnihii^iidb tlie adttfisBioia' 
d£<£a[$t Iisdmrsu^T, <mthis'8tlif|}ositibl^'ithttC. 
tbe consumers will E^^ie: one tAtitiohpertaninim: 
dn its purcliasc.J: Theifdlkcy; of these !cx»i* 
tfadittioDsiis'o'bvious ; but the writcris petfediy' 
aware/ th&t if tiie -W^st In4mns be bnoe miacxii: 
and their ebtdblishmeiits br^en Up, tbec^^ut 
iM^oestory to replace them wiH never dgkkibe 
fi>und; rand this is. the 6bjeiet> hei% labouriDg to 
ac^onvplish^ in older to complete the monopoly 
of the East Indians. . » : 



. The chief arguments that have been urged 
in rfarour of the equalization of the duties on 
East and Westlhdian sugar Jiaving. been thus dia*^ 
poaed of, it now. remams touting forward the db- 
jectiona to this measure. The first is, that .while 
its .advocates urge it on the principles of free 
trader their object, in pmnt of fact, is only to 
participate in an existing limited moimpfoly. Tlie 
East Indians, who have nearly; the whole world 
open to them for a market, would interfere with 
the protection given to the West Indians in t3» 



* On Protection to West India Sugar, p. 59. 

tlbid.ji.ei. 

t Ibid. p. 62. 



%oihe cMiiutDfyiten of Great Bkrit»nt and-^fiM 

tiy th^in ^H vialdttfole' ci0iiside#sitk>t}^ fmm the 

•paytriftot of which* the East ImtHatts ' a«e vax- 

empied: 'Tbe-sdttnd priDciple to^ be inatntaindyky 

■tv4ietber Applicable 10 Brifrsh ships^ British 4X>* 

¥(iiiies, tjr, British' imnufacture vis proteetiot 

but not monopoTy. Absolute prohibitions of 

ffevery deseriptioa arfe contraiyi to true comm^ 

tid pi9lic5% The East Itidian Gentlemen, intfaek 

gteat love of free trade^ make no coniplaint of 

the prohibitory duty imposed on all foreigh 

sugars, whi6h ii no less than 65«. per cwt ; the 

only fault they find is with the additional duly 

*of 109. imposed upon East Indian sugars. Is not 

tiiis. taking a most partial and disingenuous 

view of the sufcgectr If any alteration be made 

in the present system^ letusenquire whether it 

may not be efi^&ted on a more literal and corn** 

prehen^ire scale^ that might. produce the mos^ 

heneficial results to the general interests of the 

British elfnpire. Though lio good reason can he 

adduced ibr depriying dte West Indian pianters:af 

-their^pitesentpixltcctiBg duty against Eastliuitad 

-m^ty many may ^be- Offered for: admitting,^ 

sugars of all c(Hintries, into whiclr British ships 

and British manufactures are admitted on the 

footing of the most favoured nations^ at. the 

same rate of duty as tlie sugars of India. 

Tl^ i^viints^es to be derived ifrom thfe meii 



'Aattab th6 preimti mtrawt^. South .A«Qi«wit 

flMmgb ]i0frMaB«Milfy,.b» mi(lyi dt»i»t)ta.(NM#. 
Ili&Bmflnlft aoKrbecOime iade^Bdeiit.«€ Bartagf4» 
Whsusmopwngmhmt iwrmtaUMhitig: avboo- 
iiiiaiJnlercwrAvitii'aJltiliew^ AcMBh 

Uamffiift;? and i£ tbd^mmiiMlM ftllawN^^ 

pradtfoe; «isiJ3dfiikfeiii9th^au|^r9iiil».amlltqi» 

^awdttiiciM;ta.&idi»^ w^8baUvSQCw^tiwgr«^ltM(t 
fUfftvof jdiflir tmds;, aftd^ cteriiicftQaM ^<}^ ataitit 

^d»,^afeady txflKd»idftet»^J^^ nmda^ 



ip * 



Ditto, East Indies and China, ditto — 2,978,000 
:|K.««m9«AftMi.»«aPW^.f;t»«%«||(>!|«iNI^ the 



lire ikk^ t^^Hmi^9fji^ M»^^ 0m^ tife^ ml^3^ 

maaMtt tiipMit tl .to c<ialitMif, uitlo«B imbp 
iMrmaigi^aiM^ be made fturounUa to^ ^ 
inlfi^iietiiHi! o£ hm producis. We? tnigiiit a|ap 
ftttefit Seufebi Afliem^ by gif^tvg b^ ffi^ 
iiMtag^s, ai.thee:q»cii$eiof fHcmmrsr :V»hoa^ Wfli^ 
•4ilct toi^aoMla' us^ would JMfiti%^ stibeih akewtliow 
m our fireerajt syetem^ Fon inaiiiiii^^^, BmHih 
bt^ly^optod a» meiii tmM o£ dutieai^idbieht ex- 
cluded our crushed lumps from her Gonsumption, 
-^ mi^itig ai itt^rkefldialiisieticiii^ amouiM^ng to 
4> .p«0bibrtioi%. i^tiiwwi sugpl^4ayei*itt*J|fer^ 
fll^ m ai^ dther |^rjt el tlieniroTld. M^t 
i«!e tieti^ iii.re|Mr% impose hlgll^dtttifss^oa ta0<^ 
]|i«de mc£ttrQ]^,jii^ admit at law duties tall^yr 
Oigdl^ i^ Ain^fiC^}? % fet ^i^i,^^ a}HHii4 fi^ 
treliiy iiidlice. Reatiar tip M^Hhdrei^beit iayMipw 

Tim new. si(|i^ti0& iq; ^hiab &its% aod-^ 

year'fSfW; amnrtBtigf-tcf Ae Tfcfttf Weportof flte S^jeclal^Cbm- 

iiK/^4m<>ii4t ^if^ofig^^h^ Hit 

Cbiiia,tho8e totadia will be near £400,000 less than l^ose 
to tho Bmiiioi. - Th e <gpQ rt» iW British HMmttiaaiiiixi fag>tbe 
year ld2^^ave ta^eajroin jtl)e Administ^tion (4^ Affiiirs of 
Great Britain; p. 103. '* ' -- * 
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poFtunitj of inducing those codMri6» to follour the 
exainf>le of South America^ in atx)ltshl[^ the slave 
trade ; and of noaking this condiUon the basis of 
an arrangement under which their sugars shall be 
adoQitted into the home consumption of Great 
Britain. By avaiting ourselvies ^itb pronoptitude 
and policy of the present state of things, we have 
a fair prospect of obtaining the most important 
advantages to the cause of humanity, as well as 
to the commercial interests of the British empire. 

No valid objection can fairly be urged, even 
by the East. Indians themselves, to the ad- 
mission of sugar from these countries. Mr. 
Prinsep will assuredly offer none; if we m^ly judge 
from the following passage in his pamphlet : " The 
^' French and Spanish islands, Surinam, Brazil, and 
'* the newly-emancipated states upon the northern 
" and southern continents of America, can produce 
'' cheaper than our own islands, and must all 
** come directly or indirectly into competition with 
** them. Are all these likewise to remain for ever 
^^ excluded from the supply of the home market, 
*' as well as the produce of Eastern Asiaf"*-7- 
Nor can the author of the pamphlet on Pro- 
tection to West India Sugar; for he says, ^^ I 
•* am no advocate for conferring a partial benefit 



Suggestions on East tnidia Trade, p. 29. 
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" either on the East or the West Indians, but I 
" am an advocate for competition/'* The sugar 
refiners wrll not ; for they say, " A free trade is 
'* all they desire, but against a free trade partially 
" granted they protest, as against the worst and 
V most oppressive species of monopoly ."t — - 
The West Indians can offer none ; for provided 
their present protecting duty be . continued, they 
%vill retain all the advantages they now enjoy. The 
price of sugar throughout Europe regulates the 
price here; and whether foreign sugars come to 
the Continent or to Great Britain, the effect upon 
their interests will be precisely the same. 

It appears incontrovertible that every cou Atr}' 
that admitsBritish ships andBritish manufactures, 
oh the footing of the most favoured nations, 
gives us all the advantages that we derive from 
India, and, in some respects, much greater. Hav- 
ing no shipping pf their own, they will necessa- 
rily employ British ships and British seamen, 
while the East Indians are attempting to super- 
sede the use of both, by teak-built ships, manned 
with lascars. The inhabitants of these countries- 
do not manufacture for themselves, and are in 
the habit of consuming British manufactures ; 



* On Protection to West; India Sugar, p. 4. 
t Ibid. p. 38. 

G 
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bi^t the i&i8t Indians do manafacture for tliem-* 
selves, and use their own manofi^tures, They 
are besides gn immutable raee, fixed bjr their 
castes to remain exi(ctly in tJ^samc ccHidiliQii 
of life in which they were born; and thcrefofe, 
fcvery attempt to cliange their habits ^nd man- 
ners, or to substitute British for Indian manu« 
facturcs among them, except in a very partial 
degree, must prove abortive. In the other coun- 
tries, the use of British manufactures will only 
be bounded by their means of paying for them ; 
those means, from the value and variety of their 
productions, are alicady great, and will rapidly 
increase, now that they have emancipated them- 
selves from the state of oppression and subjec- 
tion in which they have so long been held. 

Various British interests will also be bene- 
fited by this measure, particularly the manufac- 
tory of sugar refining. The sugar of India is, 
in general, soft, and unfit for the use of the 
refiners : ♦ and the introduction of it into our 
home consumption would be injurious to them; 
as it would introduce the practice here, that 
prevails upon the continent, of using clayed 
instead of refined sugar. The sugars of Cuba 



* Papers respecttsg tke Manufacture, and Culture of Sugar 
in British India. Aj^pendix L p. 4,5. 



Mil ^ Bt^\s, 6Affi» contrary, Afffe^fhWi^; ifnA' 
wttt adapted fo* the ii«c 6f *« W#D«i1fe Fbr 
s©i«e yteirS pstet, the mftnbter »f oiir rtfBftifife* 
h9f$l^^gtlidUdl1y^itliihi^ttlg; afid tlh3^d«i]^ 
the ^tftient of iAj»6pe^ wh«M t^e «tkgdtd 1^ illil 
iMlAh BMCixhfi Bfb ildifiltt«d itt^^coDsutApftoh^ 
hiiw greatly HWrieiased. Mimbtff^h, Btt^ftieii- 
Atd ^Msisii 66anMt^ Without iknf s\igit et>IOtii^ 
of tficirowii, artf proofe of thb fiict; and tbq 
refineries ettftbltshed there by our' excluding 
these sugars, would be transferred here, if ; w# 
admitted tliem into our home donsUmptioni* Al^ 
though Mr„ Prinsep may speak of *' the abls^rd 
^^ ihonopoly of sugat refining, for the advantag<er 
^' of some sdoi% or two of Germans domiciied 
^^ amongst uei** perhaps no manufactory can h^ 
named, which gives encouragement in so great 
a degr^, to th6 most valuable interests of tb^ 
count ly, as stigAr refiding* The consumption of 
coals, pottery, lead, iron, copper, and other sta{>le 
articles of manufacturcf, is immense, in propor- 
tion to the amount of the capital employed ; and 
all these branfdhes of our domestic industry 
would be increased, by giving additional encou- 
ragement to our sugar refiners. 

Under the present system of excluding 
for^gn sugars from our home consumption, they 
are naturally shipped to other countries, where 
they are admitted on more favourable terms: 
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but if this objection be Removed, in the manner 
proposed, and a reduction take place in our port 
charges, as may be expected after the expi- 
ration of the monopolies of our Dock Con^* • 
panics, we shall then obtain a decideid preference 
oyer every country in Europe. The central 
situatipn of Grp at Britain, for shipping goods to 
ev?ry p«t of Europe; her ports being open at 
evSry season of the year, while those of our 
continental neighbours are for many months 
locked up by frost; the solidity of British mer- 
chants, which gives security to property ; the 
facility of obtaining advances upon produce, to 
any amount; the universal resort of foreign 
purchasers to this great mart; all these circum- 
stances, if we avail ourselves of them by a wise 
and liberal policy, combine to make this country 
the emporium of Europe ; and it may be con- 
fidently hoped that* his Majesty's Ministers will 
secure the unexampled opportunity that now 
offers, of encouraging the manufacturing inte- 
rests, and at the same time of extending the 
navigation, and consequently the naval power, 
of Great Britain. 

It is of the highest importance to form 

,. a correct estimate of the comparative value 

of trade carried on with our own colonies, 

and with foreign powers. On the former we 

can depend; on the latter, we cannot. The 
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legislatures of our colonies are under the con- 
troul of the mother country; and no act of 
theirs is valid, till it h?^s received the sanction 
of the King of Great Britain/ With foreign 
powers we have no such security. They may 
alter their systems of policy, form new and 
different alliances, or combine against that 
country which they have contributed to aggran- 
dize. All these changes are in the course 
of human events; and we have not yet for- 
gotten the prohibitory decrees of Buonaparte, 
t"he continental system of Europe, nor the non- 
intercourse and non-importation acts of America. 
If we trust altogether to foreign trade for tho 
a3:iairitenance of our naval power, we shall be 
«ure to lose it when we want it most: fof 
whenever a war takes place, the cheaper rate at 
which neutrals can navigate, in point of freight 
^nd insurance, will throw all the carrying trade 
into their hands ; and our seamen will leave us, 
to find employment elsewhere, at the moment 
when our greatness, and even our existence as a 
nation, may depend upoii their services. These 
considerations make it imperative upon us to 
. protect our colonies, as the only sure means of 
maintaining our naval supremacy. 

Our connexion with India is still less to be\ 
depended upon, than that with any foreign 
power. No higher authority, oa matters of 



£fBt lodjan policed can be quoted than the late 
Mr. Warren Uastiogs ; and fae declawd '' that 
'^ we bold our empire there hy a thi?cad|. -which 
'^ the breath of public op'mioD tsay break in a 
^^ ]33fOiiienf We Iiave raised and disciplined aa 
army among^hem, of oae hundredatid fifty thou- 
mud native troopa. Wc have estabtished naval 
arsenaU there^ ami taught them the art ofbuilding 
sA6f^ qf war. We have eiJightened their miods 
by the diffusion of knowledge, and knowledge is 
power. After having thus fuvnisbed tlaem with 
all the materials of indepetidencei would it 
not be absurd to suppose «hat they will never 
use them; and that with fifty thousand Euro* 
peans we can keep ^ne hundred millioits of. 
people in subjection ? Some future Hyder Ally» 
orTippooSaib, with equal talents and enterprisej. 
but with better fortune than hi&predecessofSy 
will one day assert the independence of his 
countrymen, and overthrow that tmballowed 
empire, the foundations of which were laid, ia 
British ambition, perfidy, and rapacity* 

Whenever colonies or dependencies become 
too great for the mother country, they bs natu- 
rally and regularly throw off their dependency 
as children do that of their jTarwits, when tliey 
grow up toman's estale; and colonies th^^fore 
ought to be proportioned to the mother couatrj^ 
both in extent and population. <jfFeat Britaia 
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violated. this rule in hcF l^orth American coto- 
uies ; and she lost them. She has violated it 
still more in India; and therefore caiinot retain 
it long; and the examples of South America 
and the Brazils, Nvhich arc both cases in point, 
ought to make her sensible of her danger. 

Under tliese circumstances, to trust to 
India for our carrying, trade, which is the 
fauBdatiau of our naval pow^,. would be 
jofatitation. Were we to dp this,, instead of 
i»dia beifjg a dependency of Great Britaiiv 
Great Brrtain would become dependent upon 
India ; for on the possession of India her very 
existence would be staked. But she may safely 
suffer l^r carrying trade to depend upon lier 
West Indian colonies, a cluster of small islands^ 
cassaiy defeHdedl by a naval fofce, and the pppu^ 
latioB of^whid^ is too iiieop;aideirable, to admit 
the peme^est apprebcnsion of their ever eudeah 
vauring to render themselves independent. 

The very question we are now agitating, 
was discussed last year in the French Chamber 
of Deputies — Whether they should support 
their West Indian colonies, which, like our own, 
were in great distress,, or leave, them to their 
fate, and act upon those. notions of free tmde, 
which are the popular djoctrmet .of the day. 
The i^>^eh^ of their Muiistei: .^f Fioan^ on 
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that occasion was printed, and contains the 
following passages :-7- 

'' The advocates for free trade call ujpon France to 
alter her system, in consequence of the change that has 
taken place in those vast portions of America^ which in- 
vite the commerce of all Europe, and bid her relieve both 
herself and her colonies, from the yoke of a double mono- 
poly, which paralyzes instead of animating their industry. 
The same prosperity that free trade has given to -the 
Havannab, will be extended to Martinique and Guada- 
loupe. France wi)l introduce, amongst nunierous jaa- 
tions, a taste for her manufactures, but which they never 
can purchase, if she shuts out their sugars from her mar- 
ket. France must import sugar; let her then purchase it 
where it can be procured at the cheapest possible rate. 
The advocates for the colonial system insist on the advan- 
tage of employing 300 sail of French ships, in bringing 
produce which the wants of France require, but )A'hich 
her soil cannot produce, from French colonies, rather than 
-from foreign countries. The colonies are paid for thein 
in French manufactures ; or the difference is expended in 
France^ by planters who reside with their families in the 
mother country. That France is secure of these advan- 
tages, because she regulates ihe legislation of her colonies ; 
but can have no such security in her intercourse with 
foreigners. 

In commenting upon these opposite doctrines, 
the Minister observes, '< Laws are certainly not immu- 
table ; but they should even be modified^ and much more 
revoked, with great caution. The question here is^ whe- 
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tber we shall subvert^ an ^mtlimg legulationr; as anient as 
our colonies/ wUefa has beett established by aU the marl^ 
time powera of Europe^ and which many yet maintain^ to 
intixxiuce one of a nature altogether contrary. We are 
aware that circumstances may require such innovations ; 
but it is the duty of Government^ rather to check than to 
run before public opinion. * Hie existing system of legis- 
lation has the right of possession in its favour; and a 
better title must be produced, before that right be taken 
away. The advocates for free trade do not wi&h that 
France should renounce her colonies ; they know too well, 
ihat commercial profits are not the sole consideration at- 
tached to colonial possessions. Will they show us how 
our colonies can remain French^ if the market of France 
is not secured for the sale of their produce ? We cannot 
believe that giving a free access to foreign sugars, wouIc( 
lead to a larger exportation of French manufactures, when 
we find that the Havannah and the Brazils only take back 
one half; and India one fifth of the value of the produce 
which we receive from them; so that by encouraging a 
lai^er import of their sugars^ we should only have a 
larger balance to pay them in dollars. These consider- 
ations have determined us to propose an additional tax 
upon foreign sugars, particularly on those of India/' 

The following are extracts from the speech 
of Monsieur de Bourrienne, Minister of State, 
on the same subject : 

^ We will iiot ask iJF it is wise to risk the 
'* loss of what we possess, by giving ourselves up, 
** (as is the fashion of the day,) to dangerous 
" innovations and chimerical experiments. If we 
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^ o«^. ttot to be on oat ffmei agpMit thtm 
^ "tfottkeip Kji iadefmifciju thtse speooktovB on 
^ tlie fete of nstkms, who pi-eaeb the destruoliDfi of 
•* all that time has consecrated, and the adoption 
•'^of tbeoriesy suppositions, and dreams — ^rf we 
** ottg^t to overthrow every thing, because they say 
" all the world b in a state of revolution-^if we 
** ought to sacrifice an established and useful 
^^ commerce to rash essaj's W9tb uokaown mid dis- 
^ tant coootries ; or if we ought to give ourselves 
** up to the seducing specoktions of modem pfal- 
^ lanthropy, without maturely weighing the conse- 
<< quences gf these doctrines ? Happily, we are 
«* relieved from these discussions ; we possess 
€( eoUmies, and the Chamber has voted the neces- 
** sary ei^joose of their uiaiateoaiice. We have, 
^ tbeecfore, to coo^der tbe relatioa in which they 
^ staod to us and we to Ihem^ and. to see H^ctber^ 
^ umfer. present cnrcunistaficeB, so fev from aefia* 
*^ rating our reciprocal interests, we ougiirt not to 
** unite them still more closely. We shall ttien pro^ 
" ceed to enquire, m hether the colonies stand in 
*< need of relief; whether W€ ought to give them 
^ relief; and in what manner that relief can best 
" be given. As to tlie first point, the Director 
" General has declared in his report, that the 
f<|»lanters actually- sosti^n a loss oo every «cwt of 
« sugar. We are aware that cofoplaints are £r&* 
*^ quentlji accompanied with exaggpeatioo ; but the 
<^ unanimity of those of the planters, the facts and 



^ which stand uncootradktfid;, lead ut to cawfide ia 
'' their correctness. If, as is confiroiecl, sugar at 
^' 70 fraocs thexwL only glvas-tiia' planter 4bnee per 
^^ cent on bis ca|fttal, the vejry e^i»tiaQ^ o( the 
^'colonies is threatesied; and we can no k>»gp 
^' doubt the moessky of giving tbeqp. fetiei WbeiK 
'^ .the g^^eates^. pa^t of every thing they consucoe is 
'^ taken &Qea us.*— *tT}ieney4^ry thing they. |ir«odtt(Cf^ 
^ is s«it to us — caa we reject their ckinis ? We 
f ^ jQQust either reoMnce- our colooies or ceUeve 
*^ Aenj^ They-are our countrymen, we owe theuii 
'* assistance and protection* If France wishes to 
^' have coloniesy she must widi Uiem to prosipai; ; 
'^ she caaiH>t wi&h to keep Uieua and devote tbcsn 
^'tojruin^ IMm^ take cai^ not to wart tiU the 
^' patient dies^ befone we think of adodni&l^riE^ghim 
*' relief* II isour interest to promote Xhe pro^pe- 
'f rity of our cobnies^ because their prosperity 
'^is intiomtdy connected with tliat of the coia* 
'^ merce, the naanxBfactureSr and ttie a^iiadtnj:e 
<* of tlje mother country/' The result o£ thk 
discussion was the imposition of such an 
additioBal duty on foxeign siigar» as would? pre- 
veRt its coming into con^^titiom with .colonkl 
sugar, in tlie liame consimQ^ptioa of Fiance, 
whenever the puce, did jpot give a fm r.en3tu- 
nemtion to? the We&t Indian, plauter; and, on this 
pirinciplej^ the b^ymei conmimpluon d^ty on sugar 
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from India was increased, from £4 livres 75 cents, 
to 49 livres 50 cents, per cwt. 

The British colonies have much stronger 
claims to the protection of the mother country 
than those of France, because their present dis- 
tress originates in the measures of Government. 
At the close of the late war. Government insisted 
upon the cession of several additional West Indian 
colonies, and thus occasioned that surplus import 
of sugar above the consumption of the mother 
country, under the consequences of which the Bri- 
tish West Indian planters are now suffering. 
Government ako by abolishing the slave trade, 
without waiting so to do in concert with the other 
powers of Europe, gave a stimulus to the foreign 
slave trade, and occasioned such an increase in the 
Cultivation of sugar in the foreign colonies, that the 
supply has exceeded the demand, and this excess 
has lowered the price all over Europe ; for, as has 
before been stated, the price in Europe regulates 
the price in Great Britain. 

The agricultural and manufacturing interests 
of Great Britain are both protected. The West 
Indian planters contribute to that protection, in the 
enhanced [)rices of the supplies which they are ob- 
liged to purchase ; and therefore they have a just 
claim to protection in their turn. Mr. Prinsep speaks 
of the " natural monopoly enjoyed by the West 
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^' Indian growers of sugar, in the shorter distance 
^' and less hazardous navigation, in the greater 
^^ cheapness of freight and iosurftnce, and in the 
*' certainty of quicker returns ;" and contends, it is 
** upon that, and upon that alone, that the calcu]a- 
" tionsof the West Indian were built, and ought, 
" in reason and justice, for ever to have rested."* 
Both the British agriculturists and manufacturers 
have this natural mpnopoly, (if it may be so calM,) 
but have they not obtained other protection, and 
vrould they not be rained without ;it? In the pre- 
sent distress o^ the agriculturists, would it be just 
to devote them to utter ruin, by taking off all 
restrictions on the importation of foreign corn? 
Yet this is the counterpart of the measure he pro- 
poses towards the West Indians. If this princi- 
ple be addditted as between East and West Indian 
Sugar, it cannot be disputed as between Foreign 
and British corn. Some speculative political eco- 
nomii^ts have, indeed,* hazarded such doctrines, 
but they have met with few supporters. That the 
consumer should buy every thing where he can 
buy it cheapest, is just and true, as an abstract 
position; but not in the artificial state of society 
in which we are placed. The principles of free 
trade require to be^ modified in their exer- 
cisei as inuch ad the Navigation Act, whkh 



* Suggestions on Easl; India Trade, p. 28, 29, 



Mr. Prinsep h pleisied to ttftn; ^the it&lMo^ 
•* horse of Ae • c^tanttcrcW i^tenii** nxd ^ the 
•^ rattgiiwrry brt wark of onr tmTal power;'* fcnfc 
speaking of n^Mdl^ AdetmSkiiit}!^ tffe-gTMt ehfeon- 
ptoii of free tradei declares, that *^ altfkmgh dom^ of ^ 
the proyi8k)i» <^ thi» fatnotu^ Act pfobaUy or^i^ 
nated iii a sf^rit of national animosity, yet th^yarfe 
all as wise as if they had been dieteted by the moat 
derlibemte wisdom;'' and in a subseqnent passage^ 
that ^'as defence is of more itnportaooe'tlian opO'^ 
lenee, the Act of Navigation is perhaps, alter ^ 
the wisest of aU the comtnereial relations of 
En^nd/' 

Perhaps the utmost perfection to. which 
Gor^nment Is capahie of atttLiaii^, and the mott 
flcMurisbtog stale of hutnao aoeiety thai can posaiUj 
he imagined) is tliat, in which agrkniitaite ift encout 
raged by man^ctores, manufactures by commerce^ 
and commerce by colonies. , GreUt Britain .bappilj 
ei3!}oys all these advantag^Si in a* gceater degree 
than they were ever posseased by atiy ot^er nati<»i; 
and their beneficial ras»tta, heigblened b^ that 
free consUtation wlach ghres. &U sodpe to the 
exertions of etery indiviikial^ have furnidied lier 
with those uaei^ampled refoaroes,: which have 
made her »X once the arbitress and the bene&ctress 
of Europe, the terror and the admiration of the 
world. Let her then cherish the means by whidi 
these great ends, have been accomplished, and not 
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abandon tUemfor new theories and rash speculations. 
Let her ooti in the present case, countenance a 
project, in which the popular cry of free trade is 
set up by those, whose real object is to obtain a 
share in an existing monopoly : the interests of 
the British manufacturers and consumers are made 
the pretence for promoting those of the East Indian 
traders; philanthropy b used as a plea for in- 
voking the population both of the East and 
West Indies in mbery and distress ; and the adop- 
tion of which Would lay the axe to the root of 
that navigation system, which is the basis of the 
naval supremacy of Great Britain. 



IIuttHBf,Piint«r,Mai(kaLaiie,C'oventGarUen. 
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